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We're excited to present to you our redesign

of Total Okinawa magazine! We hope you
enjoy the modern revamping. Plus, we've gone
trilingual, adding Japanese and Chinese translations
of our quality content. With all the prep for this
added content, we'll now be offering Total Okinawa
quarterly. In this issue, check out not one but two
reviews of restaurants in Rycom Mall's Gourmet
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World: Camp Express and Dessert King. For your Walk the Gusuku Route 13

wanderlust, we've also included articles on Moon Weird & Wonderful 18

Beach, Murasaki Mura, and our feature, Walk the .

Gusuku Route. We've also got our latest Weird & Dive Repqﬂ 19

Wonderful news and Dive Report. You can view the Dessert I.(Ing 22

magazine online at: www.totalokinawa.com. Murasaki Mura 25

Cover photo by Pete Leong of FotoShisa
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8 Open daily 10:00- 22:00 098-989-3625

by Louise Dupuy

Camp Express can be found on the fourth floor of Aeon Rycom'’s Gourmet world, at
the far end from the escalators, just past Baskin Robbins.

To sum up: It's a curry place. However, actually quite
different from any other curry I've tried on island.
The food is served in large skillets, and you eat with a
mini shovel! The novelty is quite charming. So what's
the food like? Frankly, it's amazing. | chose the pork,
cheese and potato curry. The sauce was interesting,
very loose, more like a broth than a curry, but rich
and sweet, not in the least bit watery. There was no
real spice, but this doesn’t detract from what is a
very enjoyable meal. The pork was tender and juicy,
potatoes were chunky and filling, with the cheese,
sweetcorn and onions all complimenting it perfectly. X
You get a decent portion too. They have seafood and vegetarian options, as well
as a kids curry, something for everyone.

Drinks wise, it's pretty limited, just sodas and juices, but you can add these to
any dish for relatively little. Pricing is fair, | paid only 990 yen for the curry and a
small orange juice, and was certainly well sated at the end!

Worth a visit if you're looking for something a little different.

Google Map & Directions

(=] 5

https://goo.gl/maps/uHmLuFrQcs22
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LOOKING FOR YOUR NEXT wwyv.survisehdusigiokinawa.com

OPPORTUNITY?

Guaranteed
I_ncome in the Are you confident,
First Year up to determined and
$33,00000 ambitious and ready
for qualified applicants with an to take charge of
Earning Potential of your earnings? If so,

$80K to $100K then contact us for

or More!! an interview.

SUNRISE

Housing Agency

E Military Autosource (www.militaryautosource.com) is
o) currently looking for professional sales agents who
O MOQLS.  would ke to work in Mainland Japan, Okinawa or

. — Korea. We offer training pay and guaranteed income
© hrlheﬁm',mrala rn|nlnur|1 of $33,000. Potential
; W C ang d. Paid travel exp
[1+] reimbursement, medical insurance and other benefits
c are available. We have a world class training program
= s AT 50 N0 sales expenience is necessary but is always

helpful. This position is located on U.5. Mitary

o # installations so applicants must be able to pass a
© 10 year background check for a security clearance.
s Interested?

2 ) Please contact Jeff Klose - jklose@militarycars.com
; U mam
; - 4

s sty raqursments. Al
Wit;

USO Okinausa \/
16 Al Sevvice Sl Gl )

. May 20™, 2017, 511 p.m..
The Bulwv Oggum Club

[e((".'t YHew-§ vailaffe!
Registev al: www.usoss4é.eventzilla.net
6 | Quostions? Conlact buald @uso.org
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by Louise Dupuy

M oon Beach in Onna is a private hotel and resort. It has its own, sectioned off beach,
and offers a wide variety of services. | actually visited for the day, but of course you

can stay in the hotel itself. Here’s how it went. v é
The entrance is nestled between private housing, down a ' =
quiet street, but signs make it easy to find. A member of =4
staff greets you. For a day pass you pay for each person and =
parking, it was 5oo yen per adult plus 5oo yen for parking, %
50 1000 yen altogether. Children are 300 yen.You get a =
brochure listing activities too, to decide what you fancy %’
trying, if anything. We parked up and headed towards the Y
hotel. 5

It's beautiful. The hotel and resort buildings are set back,
with an expanse of beach in front, so fantastic views. The L
beach is soft and almost white, the waters are crystal clear, with a section roped off for
swimming. Before you dip your toes though, go say hi to their resident mermaid statue;
she sits atop a rocky outcrop. Leave her a small yen gift, take some photos, and marvel
at the crabs in the pools below.

I'd recommend taking towels. Equipment like sun loungers and parasols are extra to hire.
All activities are extra too, and vary in price, but they have jet skis, canoes, and lots of
other water based activities to try.

After a stint of lazing on the beach and dipping my toes in the sea, it was time for food.
They have several options, | went with the fast food counter just off the beach. Fried
chicken, and it was delicious, washed down with a Matcha
- (green tea) milkshake. There's also a few shops, and other parts
E !.ﬁ_u E of the resort (signposted near a big totem pole) have plenty

more.

Price wise, | thought the day pass was very fair, the food
E was reasonably priced, and the shops varied, so definitely
something for everyone. Rooms vary in price, and the hotel
httpsi//goo.glimaps/tTGBnTxsyHe2 Website has a great list of packages, enabling you to choose
what suits you best.

Totalokinawa Magazine April - June 2017
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Your Ultimate PCS Lodge
Government COmmercIal
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’Centrally and convenlently
located near mllltary bases, -
shopping and entertainment areas

- ——

I h‘ttp //www moonoceanglnowan Jp

i Camp Foster (Main Office) Logien Gate 8
Til: flse.ce S0 %12 s

Gate 1 (Satellite Office) =

Tl Bo8-928-T318
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Authentic Bento To Go
Greek & # PlateTo
American Stay

Web: www.nashville-okinawa.com
FB: Nashville Restaurant and Rodeo - Okinawa

Kitamae, Rt 58 across
from Cp. Foster

talokinawa.com

Houses
Apartments

Duplexes

Tel: 098-956-2667
* http//www.tokuzato-hsg.jp/en

WWW.

----- fotashisa.com
facebook com/fotoshisa

War]'d' cIass phofography on hcafmn Connect with us online!

Samnt | N'i‘fli“  Montesson

F]‘lmc{[\» New School Close to C: amp Kinser
W “\' |l“l'|]l l]'lﬂ]"l‘l‘\lL\"\b LOOM

95% of our houses are within

Tel: 0988785623 Cell:0g0-9784-6962 mmﬁlkmgm;m'

New Beginnings International
CUSTOMITEESHIRTS e

New Beginnings Intemational Christian Center is a Ministry
Dt Fin, Sports Shists, Hoodbes... YOU NAME T with a Kingdom Agenda; A Spiritual Boot Camp that prepares all for their

\{ ll\ Ll ﬁt‘l’plllhﬂl\ mitessor.com

mext | of Ministry. We are here to make a Supernatural Impact in the
&

Our Service times:
", 12:30pm Sunday Worship
hl.* \ N =, 7 pm Wednesday Life Group
\{. - ' :- Bible Study (Please call for directions)
-

) mumm

10 Sem
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BRAZ

m Lad:rez.'.g.lémer Samba Show'"

ALL YOU CAN EAT BRAZILIAN STYLE STEAK HOUSE

ILILAN
OKINAWA

Craft Sales - Lessons —

Rental space for a class and more.

If you are interested in taking a class, teaching a class or
looking for room for your own workgroup to use, contact us for reservations.

757 M =R BRFE. L R IVANR—R

* 75 AGRENSEEH

HEITOREPER. BREENLTHELTAD?
SHERICHPRIZBLELET,
CHEEOHSHREI[EICEBLEDELIEEN
Facebook; K’z Crafts <L More or kzbasket@yahoo.co.jp
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Vae the (jusaku Poule

Photos by Pete Leong of FotoShisa
and Louise Dupuy

.| Have you heard of Kitanakagusuku? It's a village nestled in Okinawa’s Nakagami
District, boasting stunning ocean views, traditional architecture, and a laidback
~ lifestyle. What's the best way to see it? The Gusuku Route! Here are my top spots
~ along the route.



< Sttt [ovd
GOSambru s

Tomb

Lord Gosamaru was a Ryukyu-period

il ¢ lord who once resided over the

Photo by Louise Dupuy - Kitanakagusuku area, serving the
kingdom loyally until an uprising by

Lord Amawari, who fabricated a lie that Gosamaru had his eyes on the throne.

The tomb serves as the start point of our journey. | suggest a climb to the top to

catch a glimpse of the bay, before continuing on.

Nakdigusuku =

(astle Ruins>

Nakagusuku Castle ruins is our first real
stop, with an incredible outlook and
arich, fascinating history. There is an
entrance fee (400 yen for adults), but
it's worth paying. You can easily waste
an hour or two here.

< Avarinuka/
Chibukd/4fivdaa
rivks

There are several pretty parks along the route, each holding their own unique
charm. Be sure to check out each one; they're a great spot for a quick rest!

Photo by Louise Dupuy



Shiss Sculptures> | R

Now for something typical to Okinawa!
An impressive nest of Shisa sit close to
the road, installed lovingly by the Shisa
Scenery Creation Association.

Me-nu—Asatu
Sleel

Take a trip back to Ryukyu-period
Okinawa and marvel at the pretty PA% - P
architecture and trees, and keep a Higrol e Leong
lookout for a small Sanskrit monument

that sits on the West wall (tip: it's Eﬂ% N%%ﬁmul/'ﬁ

behind a traffic mirror).
< 0/4/ #WJ@

And so we reach the end! Nakamura
Old House is a wonderful example
of traditional construction, and for
an entrance fee you can wander its
grounds at your leisure.

Tps

If you have a car, park it at
Nakamura Old House, and make
your way to the start. Before you
head off, go into the gift shop
attached to Nakamura Old House,
and ask for a map of the Gusuku
Route. It'll assist you greatly in
finding all the spots, plus some
hidden extras.

Photo by Pete Leong
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(eird and Wonderful Japan

Sushiin Pyongyang?

Kenji Fujimoto has opened sushi
restaurant "Takahashi" in Pyongyang, the
North Korean capital. Because of strained
relations between the two countries, it's
rare to see a Japanese business operating
openly in North Korea, but Fujimoto
worked for Kim-Jong Il for many years,
and even helped facilitate NBA star
Dennis Rodman's trips to the country.

"Flaming Insurance" now on offer

Insurance provider Sompo Japan now
offers "flaming insurance," coverage for
companies who need to recover from
"enjo," or negative or unflattering online
information about them. They should
have called it "troll insurance" instead!

555-7 Aza, Kamisedo,
Chatan;904-0101

info@starhousingl.com
Tel1098-923-3956 ‘ 7/

BAEH A I—-IN\DIVT

i fTEL

ABARATRR FBE

Premium Friday - o, Work ethic - 1

A recent survey reported only 3.7% of
Japan's workforce left work early for the
government's first "Premium Friday," an
initiative meant to address overworking
and to increase sluggish consumer
spending. Taxpayers wonder how much
this underperforming program cost them.

Stolen kindergarten forms

Chiba police arrested a 24-year old

man upon finding 11 stolen preschool
application forms in his home, then 129
more forms from a kindergarten. Police
suspect he used the info on the forms to
make 20 silent phone calls and steal from
the schools. Thank goodness that's all he
did before he was caught!
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he spring dive seas on Okinawa are just getting started, as we wave goodbye to the

humpback whales who head up north this month, not to be seen in these parts until
next January. We do welcome the warmer waters of spring. As the weather warms in
Okinawa, many new divers and some that have just taken a break from diving during the
winter months will be heading back into the water to explore the amazing underwater
scenery of Okinawa and the surrounding islands. Reef Encounters is the only truly
international dive shop on Okinawa, serving the Okinawa dive community for over 20
years. Our international staff can offer courses in Japanese, English, Portuguese, Spanish,
Mandarin and Cantonese, all taught by native speakers.

Reef Encounters specializes in small classes to ensure you are comfortable learning to
dive, and we ensure that all skills are truly mastered so that you can enjoy your diving to
the fullest. We offer private and group classes, and schedules start daily; there is never
a waiting list. For those visiting Okinawa on vacation, much of the academics may be
completed before your arrival by contacting us and getting your e-learning code to
activate your course. That way, your precious vacation time is not spent in a classroom
but rather in the ocean enjoying diving on your vacation.

Also, this is a great time of year for those experienced divers who are looking to expand
their horizons in diving and explore the technical deep diving side of the sport. Reef
Encounters offers the professional side of scuba instruction you need. Our staff has
experience diving and working in Japan, Australia, Thailand, Maldives, Philippines,
Tanzania, Zanzibar, and many more places. We are called upon by the pros from the BBC,
Discovery Channel, and other areas to make sure that their underwater shooting for
documentaries and TV shows is conducted safely and efficiently. These same pros will be
teaching your classes and diving with you while you learn at Reef Encounters. Come see
us today for the professional difference in diving education.

For those divers already certified, we offer dive tours to all the various dive sites on
Okinawa to include Blue Cave, Miyagi Coast, Kerama Islands, the USS Emmons, Hedo Air
Dome, Dream Hole, and many more lesser know but truly amazing dive sites. Our staff of
professionals will ensure that you have the chance to see the best Okinawa has to offer.
Our reservations staff can also assist with finding the right level accommodation for those
visiting our island, whether you are a local diver looking to expand your diving experience,
or a visitor to the island looking to ensuré-yemza\:atlon dive experience.

www.reefencountersfo'rig'g. 098-995-9414
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Dessert King

by Louise Dupuy

ou can find Dessert King on the 4th floor of Aeon Rycom’s Gourmet World.
Take a right near Baskin Robbins, it's the first place along the right hand side.

£
8 Sweet tooth? | have just the place for you:
g Dessert King. They specialise in crepes, a
@ thin, delicious pancake. There’s an almost
-E ridiculous selection available, so good luck
9O choosing just one! They actually have a
8 small savoury selection too, great if you

. aren't alover of sweets. | eventually settled
2 ona crepe stuffed with chocolate brownie,
; strawberries, whipped cream and chocolate

syrup. Heavenly. The display has little plastic replicas of everything they do, plus
an English menu is available. They also have a large selection of bubble tea, so if
you aren’t peckish, you can always just stop by for a drink.

Price wise, great value. Depending on what you go for, it starts from as little
as around 400 yen. The crepes are a good size, come stuffed to burst with
ingredients, are cooked fresh, and taste great. What's not to love? Share one
with your significant other, friend or children, or be greedy and have it all to
yourself! No judgment here!

Google Map & Directions

[=] 5>

https://goo.gl/maps/uHmLuFrQcs22

P¥4 Open daily 11 am - 12 am 098-921-7529
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kinawa’s Intematio
" Housing Agency na
TOMIYA HOUSING

We Serve US Military & Foreign Civilians

1S
S
:
:
S
2 Modemn Design ; New Builds
Traditional Homes  Since 1976
2-44-20 Aragusuku
. % Ginowan City 901-2201
= ol i Tel: 098-892-0077
www.tomiyahousing.com
* Email: info-e(@tomiya88.com
24
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by Louise Dupuy

urasaki Mura is the reconstruction of a traditional Ryukyu village. Orlgmally

built in 1992 for “Ryukyu No Kaze” (Wind §

Of The Ryukyus), a popular drama series, it is s
now a hot spot for tourists. e

&

Entrance is only 500 yen per adult, and allows §

you full access to the grounds. There's plenty 5

of parking, a big gift shop with attached “E’

restaurant, and it's mostly either flat or with o

sloping roads, so not bad for strollers and 5

wheelchairs. Bring extra yen though, because one of the main attractions is the
chance to try your hand at traditional crafts, all of which are extra (and can be
pricey). Give pottery a whirl, paint a pair of shisa to protect your home, dabble
in bingata fabric dying, blow some glass, or make your own candles, amongst
other things. These are great for all ages, and a lasting, personal reminder of
Okinawa.

If you don't feel like being creative, you can always enjoy a meal at the inn. Sit
at a low table in the traditional manner, be served an Okinawan staple like soba,
or partake in Japanese tea. Not peckish? Then simply enjoy the beauty of your
surroundings. Although it is a reconstruction, and not an original structure, it's
executed perfectly, and it is very pretty.

Google Map & Directions

https://goo.gl/maps/bLigTHW3Uwz

Open daily 9:00-18:00 098-958-1111 25
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Served over steamed rice with island stir fried vegetables,
buttered com on the cob, pan fried potatoes,
French onion soup, Pietro mixed salad,
your choice of hot Arabica coffee or iced tea.
www.rosegardenokinawanet
Phone: 098-932-2800 No tipping please. We are happy to serve you.
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