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We're excited to present to you our special island
issue! If you've always wanted to explore some of
Okinawa's outlying islands, but didn't know where

to start, you'll want to check out our guide, with 4
translations in Japanese and Chinese. We start

with an overview of our top 5 islands to visit, then Kouri Is.Iand 8
review each island in-depth with highlights, tips, Hamahiga Island 14
and recommendations. We've also got a review Sesoko Island 16
of biker shop Al's Place, plus our latest Weird & Weird & Wonderful 18
Wonderful news. You can view the magazine online Zamami Island 20
at:
www.totalokinawa.com Senaga Island 22
Al's Place 25
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Okinawaisn’t justone awesomeisland, it'sanarchipelago, with many hidden
gems waiting to be discovered! Here are our top five picks of Okinawa’s
outlying islands, and their highlights. Catch more in-depth reviews of each
in this issue, too.

e
T

Heart Rocks beach: Perfect place for
a romantic date.

Kouri Ocean Tower: Get a fantastic
360° view of the island.

Kouri Island Bridge: Enjoy a leisurely
drive over the crystal waters
surrounding Kouri.

Shirumichu Shrine: Pay homage to
the first Gods of the Ryukyus
and pray for fertility.

Kakigori and the hidden beach: Cool
off with delicious shaved
ice and soak up the peace
and tranquility of the beach
behind.

Amamichu’s Grave: Visit the alleged
grave of the first God of the
Ryukyus.
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Sesoko Beach Marine Club: Enjoy the | J&.
ocean with marine activity. &

Fuu Cafe: Get away from the hustle
and bustle and relax with an
international coffee.

Anchi-hama Beach: Dip your toes in
the crystal waters lapping this
small but beautiful beach.

Ama campsite: Camp out amongst nature
and enjoy one of the world’s best
snorkeling sites.

Marilyn and Shiro statues: visit one of
Japan'’s best love stories; a pair of
little dogs who swam oceans to be
together.

Furuzamami Beach: Snorkeling, stunning
oceans, and delicious food.

Plane spotting: combine a relaxing day
on the beach with a great view of
aircraft flying into and out of Naha
International Airport.

Kijimuna: Fill up on an Okinawa favorite,
taco rice!

Ryujin Onsen: unwind in Senagajima’s
premier onsen (tattooed guests
prohibited).
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LOOKING FOR YOUR NEXT wwv.survigendusigigokinawa.com

OPPORTUNITY?

Guaranteed

Income in the Are you confident,
First Year up to s A '

determined and
$33,000.00. ambitious and ready
for qualified applicants with an to take charge of
Earning Potential of Yyour earnings? If so,
$80K to $‘| (11] 4 then contact us for
or Morel! an interview.
Miitary Autosource (www.militaryautosource.com) is
currently looking for professional sales agents who

1 would ke to work in Mainkand Japan, Okinawa or
I—— Korea. We offer training pay and guaranieed income
for the first year at a minimum of $33,000. Potential
@ Commissions are unlimited. Paid travel expense/
reimbursement, medical insurance and other benefits
are available, We have a world class training program
50 no sales experience is necessary but is always
helpful. This position is located on U.S. Miltary
@ installations so applicants must be able to pass a
10 year background check for a security clearance.
e INbOrested?
) Please contact Jeff Klose - jklose@militarycars.com

u mam
o~
USO Schwab
USO Hansen
a okinawa.uso.org USO Camp Courtney
USO Kadena/AMC Terminal
USO Foster
* +* USO Futenma
* U S u * USO Kinser
* *

b
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Housing Agency

Every USO center here on island offers wifi,
cac-enabled computers, gaming, Netflix,
movies, Skype phone calls, book exchange,
Coke products, coffee, snacks, and more!

FREE for service members and their families

DSN 625-3834
DSN 623-5011

DSN 622-3748
DSN 634-3889
DSN 645-2539
DSN 636-5202
DSN 637-3113
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by Louise Dupuy

e love everything to do with beautiful

Kouri, particularly the location! Kouri is a
wonderfully scenic 45-minute drive from Nago, past
Ojima and Yagaji islands and over its impressive
bridge. Ojima is tiny, but Yagaji is much larger. Enjoy
the pretty rolling hills and farmland, but watch for
signs. It's easy to get lost, but the area is stunning.

Beach life.

The water is practically transparent, changing from
icy blue to turquoise, a great spot for snorkeling or swimming (please keep to roped-off
safe areas). Right after you get off the beach, go left to find a small parking area with
access to a small, pretty beach. It's popular with tourists, so it's usually full of life!

Love island.

Drive past here to see fields, mausoleums, cute houses, and my favourite spot on Kouri:
Heart Rocks. Follow the heart signs, down a questionable little road (it's part of the
adventure, trust me), into one of the car parks, both about 200-300 yen per hour. Walk
down a small inclined path to the hidden beach. The sand feels creamy-soft between
your toes. You'll get a view of Heart Rocks as you descend, a pair of eroded rocks that
look like the shape of hearts! It's the reason Kouri is known as “Love Island” throughout
Japan. During low tide, the beach reveals rock pools teeming with azure fish, starfish,
sea cucumbers, crabs, and more.

Panoramic ocean views.

Another point of interest is the observatory. Kouri Ocean Tower boasts the best views on
island, and has a shell museum, restaurant, and shop. At 82 meters above sea level, you
get a fantastic panoramic outlook. The shell museum is fascinating too, with over 10,000
species from all over the world. Hungry? Stop by the restaurant, and enjoy one of their
specialty Neapolitan pizzas! Crisp and delicious.

Scream for ice cream!

Hot Okinawa weather got you down? There’s a Blue Seal on island. For anyone
unfamiliar, this is a local brand of ice cream. They also do crepes! I'm a big fan of the
mint chocolate chip ice cream, and also the fruity crepes, refreshing on a humid day.

Show Kouri some love this summer and visit!
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ood things do come in small packages. Hamahiga isnt big,

but makes up for it in character. Accessible via Henza, it's a
4o-minute drive from Chatan, in Uruma district. It's easy to find if
you follow Highway 85 towards Hiyagon and watch for signs. Past
Uruma's industrial area, the drive is pretty, especially crossing onto
Henza.

Sacred spots.

Once crossing over, if you go left, then pass a small marina on the
left and housing on the right, you'll see a grey boulder and sign
pointing to Shirumichu shrine and cave. | recommend a visit here.
Follow past another marina to a car park at the end. Beyond little
Shirumichu Beach are stairs to the shrine. This is hallowed ground, said to be the home of the

first Ryukyu kami (gods), Shirimichu and Amamichu. The cave is barred from public use, but you
can still view the outside, with benches to sit, reflect, or pray. The cave houses a precious "female
stone." Women and couples often visit to pray for fertility, leaving offerings of shells and coral at
the entrance. On your way out, visit the little shacks for kimono or shaved ice; the owner is friendly.
Amamichu, mentioned above, was one of the first Ryukyu kami, said to be the founder of Okinawa
itself. You can see his tomb on Hamahiga. Remember the first marina | mentioned? Park there,

and two minutes away you'll see a path leading to some tall, elegant rocks. Within this, up some
steps, is the Amamichu's tomb. Again, this is a sacred place. If you see people praying, please be
respectful and don't disturb them. It's speculated that Shirumichu is also entombed here.

Never too far from a beach!

Head back to the car and take a right, to the other side of the island. Guess what? Another marina!
The houses all have fishing nets hung over, and fishing buoys strung from trees. There’s another big
car park with toilet facilities on your left (if you follow the road until it ends), and a larger and busier
beach on the right, with views across to the bridge between Henza and Hamahiga.

Fresh food and ocean views.

Peckish? Santorini Cafe is a nice spot for lunch. A short drive from Amamichu's tomb (heading right
from there), it's on the second floor, with ocean views! The cafe seems to be family-run, and is
clean and comfortable. They offer two sets. | chose the Hamahiga set, with minestrone or pumpkin
soup, an entree of chicken, pork (250 yen extra), or red snapper (350 yen extra), rice or bread, and
hot or iced tea or coffee. Everything was fresh and flavourful, and the pumpkin soup was the best
I've tasted. After the meal, you even get small slices of cake. | received ginger cake, which | love! At
1500 yen, it's a good price; you get a lot for your money. They have an extensive drinks menu, too,
with shakes, smoothies, fruit juices, and alcoholic beverages.

It's easy to spend an entire day here exploring its shrines, caves, and tombs, or whiling the hours

14 away on one of its impressive beaches. Embrace history on Hamahiga!
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Sesoko is pretty easy to find; follow Highway 58
to Nago, and take the turn to Motobu, along
Highway 449. Follow this down to Highway 172,
and over the Sesoko bridge (it's easy to spot, don't
worry!). Marvel at the juxtaposition of port industry
and rich greenery as you pass over, and of course
don't miss the beauty of the ocean!

Beach life.

Possibly the best part of Sesoko is its beaches! My
favorite is Anchi-hama, a smaller, less touristy beach. To find it, take an immediate left
after you cross the bridge. There’s a small parking area at the top (recommended if your
carisn't good on rough surfaces), or you can try to park closer. Either way, head down
the slope and into peace and tranquility. The water is pretty clear, great for dipping your
feet in! You might also be lucky enough to spot a sea cucumber or two lazing about in
the shallows. There’s lots of washed up coral here too, great if you like to collect shells
and unusual shapes! Watch out for the little hermit crabs, they can be quite feisty! Pack
your camera for some great shots of the ocean, the bridge, and the port area.

Hidden cafe.

Hungry? There's plenty of places on Sesoko, with the pizza restaurant being a firm
favorite, however, | implore you to give Fuu Cafe a try instead. Nestled down a little side
road, Fuu Cafe is an ideal escape from the heat and tourist traps! They have a modest
food menu consisting of pizza, pasta specials, lunch specials, caviar salad, sandwiches,
and cake. The drinks menu is amazing. They have a generous coffee selection, including
daily roasts from around the world, as well as fruit juices (all made fresh), sodas, and

a tea selection. On my visit, | opted for an apple cinnamon chai, which had subtle
undertones of apple and cinnamon, and all the warmth and spice you'd expect from a
chai. If the weather is nice, a spot outside is recommended; they have seating all over
the garden, and a hammock, it's a wonderful place to unwind and relax.

Island adventure.

Sesoko Beach is the main beach of Sesoko, and popular with tourists. It has a great view
and plenty of activities. Check out Sesoko Beach Marine Club for diving, snorkeling, jet
skis, parasailing, and more! Best to call first for prices and reservations on 098-047-7433.

16 Enjoy the beauty and charm of Sesoko!
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(eird and Wonderful Japan

Doll deliverance

For 500 yen, a funeral home near Tokyo
will perform a Buddhist ceremony for
people's soon-to-be discarded dolls to
remove the dolls' souls, show gratitude,
and bid them farewell. This stems from
the traditional animist belief that even
inanimate objects have souls. Can you
imagine needing this ceremony for
everything you threw away? It would get
quite expensive.

"Cat"ching herin the act

Kanagawa police arrested a woman for
cruelty to animals after they found 13 cat
carcasses she had buried in a local park.
She alleges she never abused them, but
buried them after they died.

Pervy policeman

A sergeant of Aoba police was caught
by another officer on patrol as he used
a hidden camera to take video up a
woman's skirt while riding the escalator
at a train station. Once caught, the
officer admitted what he did and didn't
"skirt" the issue.

Groper insurance now available

One insurance company is now offering a
"false groping accusation benefit" amidst
government attempts to crack down on
men groping women on trains. If a policy
holder finds himself accused of groping,
the insurance covers legal costs for the
charge. We're not sure if the insurance
still kicks in if the accused is found guilty.
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Explore a different side of Okinawa on Zamami! Be sure
to take plenty of yen, as very few businesses on the
island take card. Zamami requires a ferry ride to visit. You
have two options: the slower Zamami ferry accommodates
cars, motorcycles, and bikes, and takes two hours. The
faster Queen Zamami 3, for passengers only, is a 5o0-minute
trip. You can purchase tickets on the day, but to guarantee
a spot, call and book at 098-868-4567. English is spoken
but limited. You pay for tickets on that day (if you book,
you'll get a reservation number) and pick up from the

main building of Tomari port in Naha. Zamami ticket window is on the far left. Fill out a sllp atthe
desk, take it to the counter, and pay. Both ferries are on the far side of the port (staff will provide
a map). There’s multi-level parking next to the port, around 1200 yen per day. More info here:
zamamienglishguide.com/ferries.

Camp out.

Zamami has hotels, but the best way to visit may be camping! Ama campsite has tent spaces, so
bring your own or rent to save on luggage. It's next to Ama beach, home to sea turtles and amazing
snorkeling. Be sure to abide by the rules to protect the coral and marine life (there’s a sign in
Japanese and English). Camping costs 300 yen per night; no reservation is required. It's equipped
with toilets and shower facilities, too.

Whale of a time.

Zamami is known for whale watching tours from late December to early April. Humpback whales
migrate to Okinawa’s warm waters annually to mate and birth their young. Find more information
about tours here: vill.zamami.okinawa.jp/whale/english.html

Life's a beach.

The most popular and beautiful beach is Furuzamami, with creamy sand, marine life near shore,
and activities like snorkeling, diving, surfing, and kayaking. Best way to get here is the bus from the
port. Use exact change, and board outside the main port building. There's a timetable in Japanese
and English there for the bus, as well as at the bus stops at Ama and Furuzamami.

A sweet love story.

One of Zamami’s famous residents is Marilyn, a dog statue. She's a 10-minute walk from port,

in the direction of Ama campsite. She looks out toward neighboring Aka island (get to Aka via
speedboat ferry at the port; it runs four times daily). On Aka is another dog statue, Shiro. Shiro and
Marilyn were lovebirds, inseparable until Shiro and his owner moved to Aka. For years locals told
tales of seeing Shiro swim the 3km from Aka to Zamami to see Marilyn, until her death. It inspired
the 1988 film “Maririn Ni Aitai” ("l want to see Marilyn”). | recommend seeing Marilyn, and then
hopping on a ferry to Aka to visit Shiro.
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enaga is easily reached by road, only a short drive

from the Naha. Head south on 58 towards Itoman,
and follow signs from there to Senaga. When you get
on the island, take a left just past the marina, and
follow the road round for plenty of parking. There's
also limited parking straight ahead.

Shop until you drop.

Umikaji terrace is a multi-level shopping and dining
area overlooking the ocean. It’s very Spanish in its
design, with bright white buildings and lots of lounge
areas to sit and enjoy the view. Umikaji is the best place on Senaga to eat, limitless variety
and something for every palate. | particularly enjoyed Kijimuna, a taco rice restaurant
(though they do have other choices). | liked the sausage platter they had on offer, find it at
store 28, three levels up. There are also some boutique shops if you're looking for a locally
made craft as a souvenir.

Stay and relax.

Senaga is also home to a hotel and onsen; Ryukyu Onsen Senagajima Hotel and Ryujin Hot
Spring of Senaga is perfect for a luxury getaway. The hot spring is open to the public as well
as guests, and prices start at 1,330 yen per adult on weekdays, and 1,540 yen on weekends
and public holidays. The rules for entry are typical of most onsen, in that guests with tattoos
may not be permitted. Other facilities include a pool, spa, dining, free parking, and free wifi.
It has incredible views of the ocean, too. Check it out on booking.com for prices.

Become an "Avgeek."

Not familiar with the term? It's a shortened version of the name “aviation geek” and refers to
people who enjoy watching planes take off and land. Senaga is beneath Naha International
Airport’s flight line, making it a great spot to watch air traffic come and go. Whilst the best
place for taking photos of the planes may be along the road leading into Senaga, you can
also get a great view from Senaga Beach, Umikaji Terrace, and Ryukyu Onsen Senagajima
Hotel! My favourite spot is the beach, as it allows you to relax and enjoy the soft sand, as well
as marvel at just how busy Naha Airport is!

Sand and salt air.

As previously mentioned, there is of course a beach on Senaga. It's called Senaga Beach, and
whilst it is pretty, it isn't as large or as impressive as beaches elsewhere in the archipelago.
However, it does have a nice outlook, and the waters lapping its shores are clean. You can
explore rock pools when the tide is out, and you can catch the air traffic as you soak up the
sun. Find a new hobby on Senaga!
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E‘KlNAWAI JAPAN

by Louise Dupuy

One of the things we really love about Okinawa is its diversity. Who knew such a small
island had so much to offer? For our readers who love Harleys, you're in for a treat!
Al's Place in Chibana is a must visit for any biker fan.

‘MMM

Al's Place was a mainstay of Gate 2 Street for years, and owner Al
was a well-known character! His shop was at Gate 2 for 11 years,
from 1999 to 2010. He ran the First Chance bar from 1984 to 1999,
where he met his wife, Yasuko, in 1996. He also ranYumYum Tree
from 2005 to 2008, and Ryukyu Custom Cycle Harley-Davidson
Shop from 2000 to 2005. Al is a businessman with 20+ years of
experience. Long timers here will be pleased to know he and
Yasuko are back, with their latest venture opening up a short drive
from Kadena Gate 3.
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If you drive too quickly, you could pass by without realising. If you
get to Family Mart, you're too far! Al's Place is easy to spot, as the brlght orange of the
storefront sticks out against its beige neighbours. You'll likely get a warm greeting from
Yasuko as you enter, too!

The shop is small but has a good layout, and is clean, bright, and welcoming. There’s

a decent range of biker-themed apparel, such as shirts, stickers, patches, and boots. |
also loved the mix of local crafts and handmade wares, particularly the pottery made by
alocal friend, and the beautiful blankets. Another favourite is the shop's own custom-
made shirts, a must for any local bike fan! The same design can be found on hoodies,
ladies’ shirts, and even baby clothes.

Al's place is open Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 11 am to 6 pm, and weekends
12 pm to 6 pm. They're closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays. They take dollars or yen cash,

with plans to add a card option (no ETA for this). You can call 098-923-3638 for enquiries,
with great Japanese and English spoken. Stop by and show some love to Al's Place!
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https://goo.gl/maps/HYRHCYM6Li62

Open Thursday-Monday 098-923-3638 25
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Al's Place
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Served over steamed rice with island stir fried vegetables,
buttered com on the cob, pan fried potatoes,
French onion soup, Pietro mixed salad,
your choice of hot Arabica coffee or iced tea.
www.rosegardenokinawanet
Phone: 098-932-2800 No tipping please. We are happy to serve you.
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