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And I think to myself,
what a wonderful... Okinawa!
When it comes to Valentine's Day,
what better way to serenade
your loved one than to spend a
beautiful day surrounded in
nature and enjoy a romantic
picnic away from all the
hustle and bustle?
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by Anna Hebel

at out at the little tsukemenshop right on route 29 in Nakagusuku City, known for its

delicious thick noodles and creamy soup! Garyuya is located quite close to Ryukyu University
and is visited mostly by college students, but also draws locals and tourists alike. It's small but
has plenty of seating with the rooms decorated with dark wood- the mellow lighting gives the
noodle shop quite the moody look.

Now to the food: You can either chose a
tsukemen and ramen set or order individual
bowls and toppings. The little order cards
on the wooden board can be mixed and
matched as you like. The special teishoku
sets come with tskukemen or ramen, rice
and a fried chicken topping. The broths of
your choice for the ramen are the standard
miso, soy sauce and tonkotsu pork bone.
The tonkotsu is quite the experience and

is a great choice if you love pork broth and
want to try a new variation. It is thick and
creamy, almost to the point of sweetness.
The miso is also thick and more on the sour side, personally | preferred the sweeter tonkotsu.

You can add different toppings to your meal, like eggs, chasshu, harumaki and karage. If you
don't feel like noodles, try the chasshu-don bowl. In case your broth gets cold, order a hot
stone to heat up your soup again.

Garyuya is a great choice for a spontaneous lunch. Even on a Sunday, when we came with 9
people, though we were not seated immediately, we didn’t have to wait long to order. A great
place for any tsukemen lover and passionate ramen gourmet. Enjoy!

Google Map & Directions:

https://goo.gl/maps/yfBcBitJecZxTPgE6

Fri-Wed 11:30 - 23:30 098-895-6557 Yen Cash Only
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 Washoku Rakuan yes'i- ., . ——

by Chris Enriquez

here is no surprise that Japanese food is dime-a-dozen in Okinawa. Obviously, this is because we

are in Japan after all but sometimes the plethora of choices can feel a bit overwhelming. Hence the
question - what exactly makes Washoku Rakuan special? Mind you the location is not the best being in
the ground floor of one of the old AEON malls but believe me the food more than makes up for it.

Washoku Rakuan offers a wide selection of typical
Japanese dishes. It has the regular favourites such as
the nigiri, sobas, and tempuras but the one thing that
shines out from their menu has got to be the chicken
nanban. Now if you don’t know what is chicken nanban,
you are definitely in for a treat. Chicken nanban is a
masterful combination of deepfried battered chicken
fillet with a “mayonaisey” (you will know when you see
it) tartar sauce, and finally drizzled with just the right
amount of sweet teriyaki sauce to give it that flavour
without making it soggy. Of course, paired with rice
and some miso and some other side dishes. Basically, you are getting a well-balanced heavenly meal.
What | like about this restaurant is that the majority of the dishes are offered as set menus and as Dons
(rice bowl w/ topping) which makes each order a full complete meal. No need to get an appetizer or
dessert. However, if you are anything like my wife, you won’t manage to get through without ordering
an additional something to satisfy your sweet tooth. Luckily, they don’t disappoint in that area as well.
A few selections include pudding and ice cream (Japanese style of course). Pricewise, it will cost you an
average of about 700-1000 yen per dish which is very typical and reasonable for Okinawa dine outs.

Bottomline, good place to eat wholesome Japanese food. Bring your family as it’s that kind of place.
For date night is acceptable too but | didn’t get that vibe when | was there. Highly recommended for a
work lunch. To get there, look for the AEON near Gushikawa. This use to be the major AEON in the area
before they built the Rycom Mall but now, it’s a good alternative when you are not in the mood to get
bombarded by the hoard of shoppers. Washoku Rakuan is on the ground floor of this mall.

Google Map & Directions:

https://goo.gl/maps/eBP2UjtCH59LE8Lr9

11:00 - 22:00 Daily Yen, CC & E-Cash 098 975 1001
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RED LOUSES 1O

And | think to myself, what a wonderful.. Okinawa! When it comes to Valentine’s Day,
what better way to serenade your loved one than to spend a beautiful day surrounded
in nature and enjoy a romantic picnic away from all the hustle and bustle? Let’s face it,
the time of dinner and a movie just won't cut it anymore. Crowds here and there just
create too much of a scene to keep it romantic. Lucky for you, | have compiled my top 5
. parks, to create some sparks, which will really hit her romantic marks! Let’s get started!




©ceoln Pork

By far this park is my own personal favorite. It is pretty hard to fail at wooing your
loved one due to the sheer abundant selection of things you can do here. She like
flowers you say? Well, there is the dream center with the biggest array of flower
selections | have ever seen. Not to mention the gigantic staircase castle in the middle
of the gardens. You can also find other sources of entertainment such as the aquarium
(well renowned for the world records it holds), the beach (as if people swim in January,
right?), and the old traditional Okinawan village. Perfect way to spend a few romantic
hours or even the entire day. You can find out more about the Ocean Expo Park at
http://oki-parkjp/kaiyohaku/en.

Athletic

An athletic park for Valentine’s Day? Have | gone mad? Do | even know what
romance actually means?! Okay, bear with me for a second here as | explain.
The Okinawa Comprehensive Athletic Park is actually packed with a lot of flora,
activities, and sights that most people don’t know. For example, they have
romantic trails that lead to a lily garden, observation deck, camping grounds next
to the ocean, ponds filled with fish where you can ride on a boat to circle the mini
island on the middle, and many more! Let’s not forget that it’s an athletic park so
obviously they have facilities for jogging, cycling, basketball, football (soccer),
baseball, tennis, badminton, indoor and outdoor recreational swimming pools, and
whatever else you might feel like doing in a park. They also have a restaurant at the
top area of the hill in case you are not in the mood to prepare a picnic. For more
information, check out http://okinawa-kenso.com.

oS O TG [
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Ever wondered what Okinawa might look like if it were in the middle of the
amazon? | would think it would look a little bit like Bios on the hill. Contrary to

its name, the major attraction to this park is the lake which is located around the
middle. Why did they not call it Bios on the lake? Although it has some nice hill top
sights to see, | enjoyed the lake ride the most. You can ride the traditional tour boat
where it comes with a guide explaining the route as you pass by. However, if you
are feeling a bit more dare | say, dangerous, why not take the more romantic option
and set your own course using the couple’s canoe? Whichever you decide it’s
bound to be a groovy experience. Check it out at https://www.bios-hill.cojp/en/
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Okay, this one requires a bit more effort but |
believe the reward is well worth it. le Jima is not
a park at all but actually an entire separate island
of its own off the coast of northern Okinawa.
However, it almost seem like the entire island is a
park because of all the cool stuff to do. Full with
hiking trails, oceans all around, and the legendary
mountain that you can see on the center of most g
Churaumi Aquarium posters, no wonder this ~
island is quite used in Japanese junior high school /
tours. To set this romantic day tour, just pack a

lunch, get on the ferry from Motobu, and find

a spot on the beach or on the mountain to set

your picnic lunch. A little additional tip, timing 5
your visit during the lily annual festival is also
advisable since that too is quite a spectacle.

OkinouwosSoutheastiBotanical

An oasis right in the heart of the busy and crowded Okinawa city?
Okinawa Southeast Botanical Garden is the place for you! This place is
really something else. Traffic lines up right at the intersection along route
74 heading towards the park but once you enter, you instantly feel the
wave of serenity. Greenery all around, flora, and the ohh so very delightful
petting zoo. | don’t care how old you are, there is no way you can resist
to smile while petting a guinea pig or a squirrel monkey. They are just too
darn adorable. Not to mention the bigger animals such as the goat (hamed
BILLY!), capybara, and the humongous tortoise. For this one, | recommend
you try their restaurant instead of packing a lunch. The restaurant is
overlooking the park which gives it that additional romantic setting. Don't

forget to charge your camera!
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by Chris Enriquez

othing beats an original. The saying goes for movies, music, and in this case, restaurants. Pizza House

Sr.is where it all started. I'm sure If you've been on the island long enough, you've seen one of its
offspring’s; the Jr. The Jr. is more meant for the typical everyday dining, while the Sr. offers an experience of
a more elevated class with its picturesque atmosphere. Sort of like a place where a coat and tie would feel
right at home. Let’s enter in.

The beautiful main dining area is defined by its luxurious décor of white satin laces and chandeliers. The
table settings enliven the room further with the complementing oriental fan napkin display with the lined
multiple silverware. For the menu, you have the selection of the main entrée with most dishes served
together with your standard soup and salad appetizers. They have their classic favourites such as the Crispy
Pata (Pig foot knuckles) which the locals more commonly
know it as Tebichi which in this case is served deep-fried.
For their steaks, the selection is quite exquisite. This place
is the only restaurant | am aware of that reasonably offers
dry aged beef. Obviously, it’s still expensive. However, to
consider having a steak in such a venue, might | suggest
you accept and embrace the fancy? As they say, when

in Rome, do as the Romans do. Of course, | must not

end describing the food without mention of the ever so
popular Canton fried chicken. Almost seemingly honey
roasted, this deep-fried spring chicken is an absolute must.
Arguably, they do have this item in the junior restaurants
but, it’s just not the same. Trust me on this one. The original
has an almost smoky added flavour to it that changes everything. Price wise | would recommend that you
relive the flavour of the delicious dishes you've just consumed as you hand over your credit card to pay.
Expect around 3,000 yen per person.

To get to Pizza House Sr., head south along route 58 until you reach Camp Kinser area. After passing the
right turn that heads to the first entry gate of Camp Kinser, look for a Kanehide supermarket on your right
at around 1.5 kilometres. Across from the Kanehide will be a medium-thin sized sloped road which will lead
you to Pizza House Sr. You can’t miss it.

Google Map & Directions:

https://goo.gl/maps/woy1ZjUDSQm

098-875-3939 Yen & Credit Cards https://www.pizzahouse.co.jp/
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—X— T YD BRRISETLEFT A TVKEMAFROVD TERELTWLIESTV.ZDOEFERD
IO LUEC YD EFICEATEEY,

R BREE AN BN E LA L, Bt 2t @A & B2, Pizza House
Sr. MR E PRI R HARE, IRIFRERES L, MELBE EN S —ERERM
Jr, Jr AREER A EENESR, m St AIUEBENAEREES

BRBBAERER, EERET ARARE 1R RRBRZ I,

B LB BEBRN B ESREERERIT R B R8IMEE UM
WZBiRESAIER 7 R B BB R AN B B AL R REHE, R
P] LUERZE RIERAIZNHAB VR EREE—EEREFas, 7
AR E M AR AS Tebichi BUHRIEFERT (Crispy Pata). fFIRYFHEEE '
TR B R ——RIFTAIE PR HERFT . TR B BN EATIE (BREE
BRI BE, HENERRFLERERIE MAEEE, ANRERREIRE, A
RENMEEFIAR EUER ERIFF 2. IR ERMUE T IERIRINFE A B0 B o B
2 RERREIBE R, BIRET, BENMRRNE. RN T —2IERMKE, R
By R EARFl B E I 233000 B 7T, 2L MHE(ELL, REBRGEREDERIE N S
TEIBRY IR ERE.

MEI1E Pizza House Sr., 5578 58 SR AR BT E 2 E3Z Camp Kinser B A 1E.
EBBE—1E Camp Kinser NARNGEEK%E, IEIL 1.5 2BINUNREFEN
Kanehide iBAk ™15, £ Kanehide HEE — &P R BIRINE, /AL EE R 7] B Pizza
House Sr. R 2BRERY,
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Welr www.nashville-okinawa.com
FB: Nashville Restavrant and Rodeo - Okinawa

Kitnmae, R 58 aeross
Fronm Ep. Fostier

e
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Houses
Apartments

Duplexes

Tel: BBB—E&B—E!:E"
hitpsiwww.lokuzato-hsg.jpien

Saint Jauphim Montessori

|
Frienclly New School Close bo Canmp Kinser

1% |. t_-,.-.-ij.,-._-i-.;--, WL watkiﬂg distﬂnﬂﬂﬂfﬂhﬂam |
EEoos-Sygia Latooo-apis-Hob Telephone: 088-836-0202 www.seasidehousing.jp._
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http://www.josephinemontessori.com
http://www.ultragraphicjapan.com
http://www.nashville-okinawa.com
http://www.seasidehousing.jp
http://www.bestoil.jp/
https://www.fotoshisa.com
http://www.tokuzato-hsg.jp/en
http://www.okinawajunkyard.com

Weird and Wonderful Japan

9 Year Old Sets Math Record

A 9 year old has set a record by passing a math
test that is the equivalent of college graduate
level. The previous record was held by an 11 year
old, he started studying when he was just 7 years
old.

Airport Screener Returns Knife

A member of security staff at Itami airport in Osaka
mistakenly returned a small knife to a passenger
at the security checkpoint. This was the fifth error
in three months. Previously a folding knife was
returned to a passenger in September forcing

ANA to suspend all flights from the airport to re-
examine all passenger's luggage.

Three Bears Captured at Clinic

Three bears including an adult and two cubs who
had been hibernating at a clinic storehouse in
Niigata were successfully captured without harm.
Hope they took some paracetamol with them for
when the tranquillizer wears off!

Local Gov't Sells Personal Info

A total of eighteen hard drives that had been
discarded by Kanagawa prefectural government
and shipped to a recycling company, turned up
for sale online. The hard drives were being sold

by a staff member of the recycling company

and although the data had been deleted it

was still recoverable. The data included names,
addresses, tax payment records and details of tax
investigations. Also contained were records of the
prefecture operations.

80 Yr Old Man Killed on Exp'way

An 80 year old man who was driving the wrong
way on the expressway in Gumna prefecture was

sadly killed in an accident with a car coming in
the opposite direction. Occupants of the other car
escaped with light injuries.

South Korea & Japan to Work on
Air Traffic Deal

Despite the current issues with historical
grievances Japan & South Korea have agreed

to change responsibilities on air traffic control.
Currently South Korea has responsibility for air
traffic flying North - South over the East China
Sea and Japan for East - West. Additionally, they
operate on different frequencies. This has caused
several near misses due to conflicting air traffic
rights and frequency differences.

Japanese Restaurants Best in
World

Two restaurants in Japan are at the top of "La
Liste", a guide to the best places to eat in the
world. The two restaurants are in Tokyo. Sugalabo
has only 20 tables and no Michelin star but

shares the top spot with Ryugin run by chef Seiji
Yamamoto.

Court Rules Against Divorced
Parents

Fourteen parents have lost a court case suing the
government arguing that no legal framework for
legal access to their children was unconstitutional,
showing the lack of enforcement powers that
exist to give rights to access for separated

and divorced parents. The court ruled that the
government is not at fault for the inability of
parents to see their children despite having been
awarded visitation rights.
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NEED a website? | =
Eu |

Websites - ¥ggoo/mth -
Inchudes domnain name, email, hotting & more
Website Hosting - ¥10g95/mth ~
Alraady got a websita? Move to aur private hosting
Free tranifer esshitance

Domain Email - ¥zg0/mth -

Get your own .com & emall, Look more profestional!

E-Comerce Store - ¥5500%*/mth ~
Want to sl online? Add sn e-commercs ilore
o your website. *With webaite
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http://www.starhousing1.com
http://www.oki-corp.net
http://www.okinawawebdesign.com

2 .
" Coco Ichibanya

by Chris Enriquez

mazing how much Japanese curry has changed over the years. It used to be just curry cubes in hot

water, with onions, carrots, and potatoes but nowadays, it's almost unrecognizable with all the
toppings that they creatively pair it with. At Curry House Coco Ichibanya, they do it so masterfully by
mixing both good taste and imagination.

So let me break down their curry ordering “algorithm” from the top. They have 4 curry sauces mainly pork,
vegetables, hashed beef or beef to choose from. Next, you select the curry’s level of spice from 0 to 10.
Basically O is like a normal flavoured curry with a hint of spicy while 10 is like a free experience of what it’s
like to be Smaug, the fire breathing dragon for about an
hour. The highest level I've personally ever been able to
bare is 5, and usually | enjoy my curry at around 0.5. Yep,
you can also specify the spice level in decimal units (I bet
you didn’t know you could do that, did you?). The curry is
naturally served with rice, and the default amount is 300g
which is actually a bit bigger than normal. If you are on a
diet (as we all are, apparently) you might want to specify
that you want the smaller version which is 200g, about
the standard amount we see at other restaurants. Now,
on to the toppings. Are you in the mood for some pork
cutlet? How about some deep fried oysters? Maybe some
grilled squid perhaps? These are actual topping choices
for you to add, and believe me, | haven’t even began to scratch the surface. A notable few include hot dogs,
fried chicken, clams, fish sticks, eggplant and even scrambled eggs. If | list them all, | will run out of paper. In
some other branches in Japan, they even have crispy instant noodles for a topping. My main go-to curry is

a level 0.5 beef sauce vegetable curry with a topping of tejikomi (manually prepared) pork cutlet and a thin
layer of melted cheese. Excuse me while | wipe the saliva that just dripped on my shirt. An unequivocally
gorgeous plate of curry.

In the end, you really can't go wrong with Coco’s if you're looking for a Japanese curry place. With their
variety of choices, there will be something for everyone. Price is below average ranging between 800-1,000
yen depending on what toppings you get. There are many locations of Coco Ichibanya on island but | think
the easiest accessible one is a little north of the Camp Foster commissary gate along route 58. It’s easy to
spot as their logo has a giant plate of curry on it and its usually bright yellow. Enjoy!

Google Map & Directions:
[m]=[u]

[=],!

— https://goo.gl/maps/T6tftbgkP7NM2

10:30am-12:00mn (Everyday) 098-926-2371 https://tenpo.ichibanya.co.jp/
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B zUMIVEE L F R E L AR < AT F. LURT B TUMIIE L2 HE— L IR
ERKER, IM—EF R AEENERE MR, BRF B A2EE]
BAERLBYMMIEACKL T o FEMIPE 2 2 Coco Ichibanya, fbPIRR Rt 0% B2
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PRUGEIR U BRRIIA SR St PIsF S IR SUE T E0E | - PR E A 37N

IBEP]R TR BN BANE TR IS, 0] LUEZFNC0Z 108MPEER
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TREBVFER A M —E BRI Z T RERIIE— NREHC LB 0K, — B EE L SRIRBIMINERR
FLTTRL T o

&%, HEEXSHEN B AMIE, £CoCo'sphiRiE 7. MM S EEEEmESEAT
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http://www.chichisgents.com
http://www.dejavugents.com

2F, $1-8, MAKISHI, NABA-CITY FHODE-66-3760
4.STEAK HOUSE 88 KOKUSAI-DOR] ANNEX
BIF, 316, MAKISHI, NABACITY  B098-860-7588
5.STEAK DINNING 88 MATSUO
2F, 2-5-1, MATSUD, NARA-CITY TEiBi-B4-BR0R
6.STEAK HOUSE 88 KOKUSAI-DORI NISHIGUCHI
2F, 1-4-3, MATSUD, NARA-CITY TODH-B6T-BRAR
7.STEAK HOUSE 88JR. MATSUYAMA
2-10-13, MATSUYAMA, NABACITY TODE-Ba0-TRER
8.TAISHU ROBATA YASUHACHI
1=4-47, MAKISHI, NAIA-CTTY TOM-B04-BATE
9.STEAK HOUSE 88 CHATAN
2F, 917, MIBAMA, CHATAN-TOWN  S098-023-0788
10.STEAK HOUSE 88 CHURAUMI
2703, URASAKI, MOTOBU-TOWN  T0980-51-7588
11.STEAK HOUSE 88 CHURAUMI ANNEX

1.2.3.4.
278-3, URASAKI, MOTORU-TOWN TEOOR0-13-5488 5.6.7.8.

ALL FHOTOS ARE IMAGES.ALL PRICES SHOWN EXCLUDE TAX. TAX WILL BE ADDED TO THE FINAL BILL




