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* Kouri Ocean

by Chris Enriquez

I(ouri island has been well renowned for its serene beaches, 2,000 meter long bridge, and its Kouri Island
garlic shrimp. One thing that would never cross your mind to see on a remote island is, well - a tower.
Kouri ocean tower is remarkably nestled nicely at the south east corner of this tiny island. Although officially
it is classified as an observatory tower, Kouri ocean tower offers a lot more than just good serene views. The
tower has other facilities and attractions that provide a fun filled day for the entire family.

One of the main popular attractions is the Shell museum. With more varieties than you would find on a one
week long stroll along the beach, the museum not only showcases different types of shells and where to
find them on island but also, explains the origin of the shell and why it is shaped in that certain way. Very
interesting stuff. Oddly though, | think | enjoyed the gift shop more. | mean, how could you go to a museum
and not stop by the gift shop right? The gift shop offers
anything (and everything) shell related from jewelry to lamps.
Heck, they even have table top centre pieces (Not too tacky
of course). Pass the gift shop, now it’s time to eat. The first
restaurant you'll see is the one you go to for actual eating as
it has a more robust menu, whilst the second one is more of
a café where you can have a light snack or even just coffee.
Both have spectacular views, with good (not great) food.
Finally, when you've had your fill, next stop is the actual
observatory. With a beautiful 360 degree view of the island,
there is a nice cool breeze at the top that just melts your
stress away. There is also a giant bell which | am assuming you ring for good luck? Not sure so | rang it thrice
just to be safe. The people standing beside me were not particularly happy about that (currently, the bell has
been temporarily removed due to COVID-19). Of course saving the best for last, the ride to the top. While this
is the first attraction you will encounter, | initially omitted on how to reach the top of the tower on purpose
specifically for this reason. In my opinion, it’s the climax of the whole Kouri ocean tower experience. Without
spoiling it too much, I'll just say that it involves a golf cart. | was in shock and awe the whole journey to the
top. That's it, I've said too much!

Overall, this is simply an absolute must. Especially if you've already driven all the way to Kouri Island, it would
be foolish not to at least swing by this unique facility. Entrance would cost you about 850 yen per adult but
it’s totally worth it. Direction are super chill. Basically, look for the signs after you've cross the bridge and
head towards the general direction of the tower. If you cant spot the tower, | would say go have your eyes

checked. Don't forget to bring your nice camera for this one!
Google Map & Directions:
[=] % [w]

https://goo.gl/maps/Q5dPMwbipn3R4DuW9

098-056-1616 Yen, Credit Cards & IC
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Tomri_"lyumachi
by Alice Boddy
ucked away under that huge bridge toward the airport there's a little seafood market called
Tomari lyumachi. It's right on the water in Naha, so you know its fresh. Its located in the
Minatomachi neighborhood, and if you weren't looking for it you'd miss it. It's probably the
most delightful fish market I've ever been to. I'm not a huge fan of seafood markets or even the
fish section of the grocery store, on account of the smell makes me nauseous. | was reluctant to
go, but I'm glad | did.

When | walked in | was pleasantly surprised with the smell of the ocean (not the fish). Tomari
lyumachi smells how a fish market should smell. It's in a warehouse surrounded by fishing boats
and ocean, so I'm not sure why | was surprised. You just never know with fish. Inside there's
about 20-25 vendors selling all different kinds of filets, whole, sashimi, sushi, fried, seared,
basically any way you want it. | bought two whole fish. Still not entirely sure what kind. | did
some comparison to the chart on the wall and translated via Google translate. My best guess is
some sort of snapper. The fish monger spoke English well. | could've asked him, but he was busy.
When the fish is that fresh, it doesn't really matter.

Now that | had dinner, it was time for a snack. Around the corner from where | got my fish were
a couple stands selling ready-to-eat food. Fish anyway you want it, | got one of everything.

It was all so delicious and the lady who rang me up was very accommodating with sauce,
napkins, and utensils considering it wasn't a full service restaurant. There was a place to sit and
eat on the side, or you could take it to go. It wasn't too crowded, even though was a Saturday
morning.

On the way back to the car in the parking lot | noticed a funny looking vending machine. It was
selling eggs! Of coarse | bought some. They came out in a carton inside a plastic grocery bag.

| didn't hear any gears turning or electrical movement inside so | am left to believe there are
Oompa Loompas in the vending machine sorting eggs and what not.. naturally. So, minus the
confusion around the eggs and possible mistreatment of the egg handlers, | would give my
Tomari lyumachi experience a 10 out of 10.

Google Map & Directions:

\&% _—
i
H https://goo.gl/maps/9n2NgmZ7nRLRADPv5

Everyday 6am - 6pm 098-868-1096 1 Chome-1-18 Minatomachi, Naha
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Spending the holiday season in Okinawa? We've got some
ideas to make it feel more like Christmas and celebrate the
Japanese Way!

Tt s BonenkaiTGme

Common in Japan at the end of every year
is the "bonenkai" or year forgetting party.
The idea is to wrap up the previous year
and celebrate everything being done before
starting a new year. These are usually held
by companies and involve a lot of drinking!
If you get invited to one don't miss this end
of year Japanese tradition.

Christmas Weans KEC

Western countries have a delicious
turkey or goose dinner on Christmas
day...Japan...KFC! We're exaggerating
slightly, but KFC has become
synonymous with Christmas meals
in Japan. It's the one time of year
when you need to pre-order your KFC
such is the popularity. Rumour goes
that it started when expats in the 70s in Tokyo couldn't find a Turkey
subsitute for their Christmas lunch so started ordering KFC instead. e
KFC saw a marketing opportunity and the Japan's desire for KFC
Christmas has grown since then!

DoesJ apan Celebtrate Christmos...

Japan is obviously not a Christian country, but you'll
still see Christmas trees around and Japanese have
taken some parts of the Western holidays to heart.

totalokinawa.com | October - December 2020
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i , many hundreds if not thousands visiting the temple there. http://tiny.cc/hsiwsz

Japanin general sees the 24th December as time for couples to have special
romantic dinners. Of course children have also realized it's time for gifts and

you'll see popular Christmas stockings or boots filled with candies and treats in
supermarkets. Once Christmas has passed though, the serious business of clearning
the home and business starts to welcome in the New Year which is a much more
significant event in Japan than Christmas.

J apanese nzu) YEur

New Year is a much bigger celebration in Japan than Christmas. Everyone will take
time off to visit Shinto shrines or Buddist temples within the first few days of New
Year with family. There's a large Buddist temple just outside of Foster's Legion gate
at the intersection of Highways 330 and 81; Jingu-Ji Temple. The whole area comes
alive at New Year with a variety of stalls outside selling food lining the streets and

”E%?‘YZ@%F@

Shisa

No home is complete without a pair of these figurines, thought to provide
protection from evil spirits. It's also considered good luck to receive them,
making them perfect gifts. If authenticity matters, check the label or buy
directly from one of the island’s workshops.

Ryukyu glass

Beautiful and often functional, a piece of Okinawan glass will surely make its
receiver smile. Like the shisa, check labels for authenticity.

Pineapple Treats

Though not unique to Okinawa, this tropical fruit is a crowd pleaser, whether
fresh or made into sweets. While many stores on island sell pineapple wine
and cookies, the Pineapple Park is the place to shop (and sample!) for
pineapple lovers.

Minsa fextiles

Traditionally, women from Okinawa'’s Yaeyama region presented woven
minsa as engagement presents to their future husbands. Different parts

of the design have different meanings, the most significant being “Yours
Forever More.” Today, minsa fabric adorns everything from wallets and
purses to key chains and glasses cases.

Okinawa Liguor

Awamori is Okinawa's unique liquor and is made from distallation of long
grain rice rather than brewing like sake. If you prefer something more
modern local stores also have local rum and there's even Okinawa gin now!

totalokinawa.jp | October - December 2020
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by Chris Enriquez

othing quite describes a peaceful family lunch out like a fight to the death over the last xiao

long bao. True, you may get third degree burns on the upper part of your mouth as you rush
slurp the xiao long bao soup but really, has that stopped any of us? | know in Okinawa there is
a plethora of Chinese dim sum restaurants that offer some great choices but, if you are on the
fence on which to go to this coming family weekend lunch, let me recommend to you Hong Hu
Jiao Zi Fang (AKA Benitora Gyoza Bo).

For the décor, it has the typical Chinese style table and seats, the overhead lanterns (you know,
the one with the tassels), and the highlighted plastic wax ramen dishes on the front show

case of their restaurant. For the food, they like to focus on their ramen dishes and gyoza which
makes me feel perplexed because it’s their dim sum that is the star. At first glance at their
menu, it may seem like just your typical average Chinese restaurant however, when you look
closer, you can see that they actually offer a wider selection of dim sum which is exactly what
you would want in a Chinese restaurant. Some of my favorites are their nira manjyu (meat and
spring onion dumpling), steam pork spareribs, and of course the xiao long bao. For the rare few
that don’t know what that is, they are the soupy dumplings where you punch a hole and slurp
in that succulent delicious meaty soup as sort of like a Chinese amuse-bouche before chomping
the main dumpling, and what a heavenly soup it is. | sometimes wonder if the epitome of dim
sum will be when they start serving that soup in a can via vending machines. One can only
dream, | guess. As much as | hate to admit, they also have a good selection of salads. One thing
| don’t usually like about salad is how the leaves can be somewhat dry but in benitora gyoza
bo, they have a lot of dressing infused salads or pickled veggies making them quite juicy and
tasty. For the price, since almost every dish is per sampler plate order size, you would probably
average about 1,000+ yen per person.

Ultimately, | recommend Hong Hu Jiao Zi Fang best for weekend brunch or lunch with the
family. For some reason, there is just something about everybody sharing dim sum that just
strikes home to me. They have a couple of branches in Okinawa but the one | liked the most
was the one at the Okinawa Outlet Mall Ashibinaa.

Google Map & Directions:
. E
o

e

https://goo.gl/maps/TqK1ralLhRF7gay27

098-850-8181 Yen & Credit Cards 11:00am~9:30pm (Everyday)
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Timeless Chocolat

by Anna Hebel

Coffee and chocolate lovers! This is the spot for you. Tugged away in one of American
village’s terraces a little cafe is drawing dark chocolate lovers to try specialty drinks and
enjoy a minimalistic and simple cafe atmosphere.

Entering Timeless Chocolate (full name: Timeless Bean to Bar Chocolate), you are invited
to try different dark chocolate nibs from different origins. If you like your chocolate coarse,
black and tasty, this is the place. The Cuba 72% with tarama was my favorite. | immediately
fell in love with the chocolate counter and the rustic design of the decor before | even got
to ordering coffee.

The big selection of espresso coffees and tea, paired with dark chocolate made it hard to
chose a drink but | eventually went with a Mocha, which even though it was unsweetened,
tasted very rich and full. It was the perfect drink for me, since | don’t like an overload of
sugar in my coffee. | chose the iced version and the coarse and powdery chocolate in the
coffee made it taste like a shake rather than a coffee. | was really impressed. My friends

got hot lattes with chocolate and frappuchinos. The frappe came topped with whip cream
and caramel sauce and a perfect pick for those with a sweet tooth. You can even get a
little adventurous with a coffee soda called espresso tonic. The bitterness of the tonic
makes this drink so refreshing, it is perfect for hot summer days. You can also choose
delicious chocolate cakes and desserts to go with your coffee and make your visit a perfect
afternoon treat, which you will want to repeat as much as you can.

There is seating inside the cafe, as well as outside on the terrace, which overlooks American
village. You can even watch coffee desserts being prepared in the next room through a
glass window and purchase cute present boxes for your chocolate loving friends and family.
Those chocolate boxes cost around 5000 Yen. The coffees and tea in the cafe sell for about
500-700 Yen, which is worth it because the taste is quite unique. | have never seen another
cafe like this before and it is a must visit if you live on Okinawa or visit here.

. coFFEe |

https://goo.gl/maps/d7AriXemJWUAnYjH6

Timelesschocolate.com 098-923-2880 11:00am - 7:00pm Daily

totalokinawa.jp | October - December 2020 15
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Ootoya

by Chris Enriquez

ranchise chain restaurants are so popular that they are just popping up everywhere.

Unfortunately, the image associated with these types of restaurants are sometimes sloppy or
poor quality. But not this one! Ootoya, whether it’s a branch at the busy Chatan area or in a thin
alley street in Singapore, the quality of both the venue and the food still holds to an impressive
impeccable standard.

Ootoya is a Japanese style restaurant that serves a variety of different bento-like meals in a
more indoor dining atmosphere. They have all the standard popular dishes such as the Stir-fry
dishes, tonkatsu, karaage, saba-miso (mackerel in miso sauce), and many others. | personally
tried the chicken nanban set which is basically a deep fried battered chicken with tartar and
sweet soy sauce. | found it delicious but honestly, | am a bit partial as | think anything with
battered fried chicken and tartar sauce is a win in my book. The rice which comes with almost
every meal is also “swappable”. Basically, if you would like to go a little healthier and at the
same time, add some kick into your regular boring steamed rice, you can have it swapped for
gokokumai (5 grain rice) which is a mix of some wheat, sesame, and red beans. Trust me, it’s
good. They also put importance in having a balanced meal. With most of their set meals, you
will get your main dish, your rice, miso soup, and a small side salad. Excellent value for money.
For desserts, they maintain the theme and offer a lot of green tea, red bean, and mochi sweets.
| personally recommend their classic - the zenzai parfait - which is red bean paste with white
mochi balls on top of vanilla ice cream. Heavenly stuff. For the price, you get a real-deal-feel-
meal (in other words, a good quality bargain meal) as most of the set menus range around 800
to0 1000 yen which is more than enough food for 1 meal.

Ootoya is truly a solid choice for your regular lunch outs, quick dinner, or even family night out
with the kids. With quality like this, it's not surprising that they have branches all over the world
including China, Thailand, and even in the U.S. For Okinawa, they have a whopping 16 branches
with the easiest to access probably being the one in Chatan. Directions are, from route 58
headed north, just as you pass Camp Lester main gate, the Ootoya will be on your left. It's along
the major route 58 highway. You can’t miss it.

Google Map & Directions:
[m] < [m]
™

https://goo.gl/maps/rWgx5F TNoN22

Yen, Credit Cards & IC Cash 098-923-0851 https://www.ootoya.com/
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http://www.chichisgents.com
http://www.dejavugents.com

Aeon Mall Rycom
Okinawa City
3F Food Court

Tel: 098-023-5878

o
(=]

Yomitan-Son
904-0313
Tel: 098-989-9999

2-1-14 Mihama
Chatan-Cho
904-0115
Tel: 098-989-9039
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https://www.kairikiya.co.jp/en/

