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Don’t taco to me now because
I'm about to present to you a
taco rice fiesta!l
This highly addictive Okinawan

comfort food has broken all
cultural stereotypes and has
managed to find a special
place in the heart of every
Uchinanchu
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Hotel Chocolat

by Chris Enriquez

Welcome to the Hotel Chocolat, such a lovely place, full of chocolates. Obviously, this
is just the name and you can't actually stay there as it’s not really a hotel but rather,
a chocolaterie. Hotel Chocolat has taken chocolate to a whole new level by infusing it into
a bunch of non-edible toiletries. And here | am thinking chocolate was only for eating. Silly
me, right?

First off, in terms of chocolate as an edible, Hotel Chocolat pretty much has it all. Dark,
white, dry fruit infused, mint, nuts, etc,, pretty much any combination you can think of.
Uniquely, they even have one of those chocolate truffle balls with champagne in the
middle. As you continue inside, you will notice a sink in the middle of the store.

The sink is used to test out the different types of facial scrubs, lotions, and even some
aromatics. They finally developed a way to make your house smell like chocolate 24/7.
Absolutely bonkers and what a time to be alive! Goes without saying but do not try to
eat it. For the sweet-tooth-hungry-hippos who cannot wait a minute longer to eat the
deliciousness of the cocoa, there is also a dine in space where you can enjoy having some
chocolate frappés, cookies, and scones. Their frappés are too sweet for my taste but | am
the type that enjoys 3 cups of strong black coffee in the morning. Price is a bit expensive
for me, ranging at about 500 yen per chocolate bar and higher for the other items but the
quality is top notch and you do get what you pay for.

Hotel Chocolat is perfect for that little in-between break to rest your feet for a while
before continuing on your shopping marathon. It’s also a great place to have a nice chat
with a friend to catch up on things. To get there, head over to the Parco mall. Hotel
Chocolat is on the 2nd floor around the middle section. Don't forget to ask for a stamp
card!

They accept yen, credit cards, and IC cards

Google Map & Directions:

10:00am-10:00pm (Everyday) 098-887-0007
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by Paulini

here is a little town in the South of Okinawa called Yaese with a population of 29,488

people and rising. This little town is home to a quaint little cafe called Aguro Roast
Coffee. It's a hidden gem in the country side on the
outskirts of Yaese. Even though this café is a little out
of sight, you won't be able to miss the huge, bold sign
that says “COFFEE WAFFLE” just by the entrance.

Now, as you walk into this cosy cottage-like cafe
you're immediately greeted by the smell of fresh
home-brewed coffee and toasted waffles.

The entire place has a relaxing ambience with an
earthy palette. They have accessories and ornaments
for sale on shelves on the right. There is a long table
with chairs by the window on the left. This would be a
lovely area to enjoy a late afternoon coffee or a waffle
but due to COVID, they are taking extra care and are only offering take out options.

Aguro Roast Coffee Café is run by Mr. and Mrs. Akamine, who opened shop five years
prior. They are a beautiful couple and they greet customers with the kindest and
warmest smiles. They were very open with us and answered our questions without
hesitation.

The café menu offers waffles with assorted flavors, our favorites were the cream cheese,

chocolate mint and earl grey flavors. They also have a

variety of coffee beans from around the world. There

are coffee beans from Honduras, Brazil, East Timor,
Colombia, Ethiopia and so much more.

Aguro Roast Coffee Café is a sweet place to stop by
| for a coffee and snack before taking
.l a drive out to see the sites in Yaese @!‘:rl
and Nanjo City. They usually open

at 1pm in the afternoon and close :
il shop by 6pm and are closed on
Mondays.

Tues - Sun 1pm - 6pm
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Okmaw! !asolde tlcc ort dishes;
SENOR TacO

Now, put your pitchforks down. | know it's nowhere close to a Carne Asada
however, Senor Taco at least somewhat attempts to stay true to the theme ]
of the tacos by keeping the menu pretty close to home. Expanding their i
menu to include enchiladas, burritos and tostadas, with regards to the tacos &
and taco rice, | believe they got it pretty nailed down. Their salsa having just ':
the right amount of spice and sweetness, it helps me forget that technically 3
half of the taco rice is a salad. All in all, pretty awesome stuff and a definite
must try! {4
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on’t taco to me now because I'm about to present to you a taco rice
fiestal This highly addictive Okinawan comfort food has broken alll
cultural stereotypes and has managed to find a special place in the heart of
every Uchinanchu. For those who do not know the magic that is - the taco
h rice, it is basically a rice bowl topped with all the ingredients you would find
in a typical ground beef taco. In case you have been living under a rock
' since you got on island, as always, we’ve got you covered and compiled
. some of the best places to get this delicious hybrid faco-bonanza!

KING Tacos

q. | Appropriately named, | present to you, the creator. Intfroduced back in 1984 i HIJIMUNa

~ in 2 locations, Parlour Senri and King Tacos, the latter being the more well _ ,
known. King Tacos holds true to the saying of “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it”. | Get ready fo confuse your pallet even further with the crazy taco rice -
Starting from just a tiny shop over at Kin town appealing to the GIs living in 4 M combinations they have over at Kijimuna. Whatever their thought process
Camp Hansen, King Tacos has spawned to god knows how many branches [ might be, | give them A+ for their creativity. As if taco rice wasn't fusion
on the island (7 | think). It's almost as if | see a branch every time | am craving enough, how about we mix in some egg in there and call it an omu-taco
it. Although the original one is located in Kin town, personally | prefer the i - (omelette taco rice)? Hey you know what, put
newly renovated King Tacos located in Yokatsu as it has an outside picnic & - some jalapeno and fried garlic in there too.
table and is very close to the Kaichuudoro bridge. Perfect place to take out ' Better yet, go ahead and dump in a scoop &

i

a plate or two and eat it while enjoying some fresh air and a nice ocean of potato salad while you're at it. Finally, top it
view. off with some teriyaki chicken, avocado, and

: bacon in there too. We will call it a number 12
PIZZd HOUSE JR.

' or something, | don’t care! At Kijimuna, your
imagination is the limit. It’s a beautiful thing. Go
nuts!

| know what everyone is thinking: very unusual

to recommend taco rice from an Italian style

restaurant but, | think in the case of pizza house JR,

we can make an exception. Just like the taco rice,
Pizza House Jr. also originated and only operates in
Okinawa. Although they started off with pizza and
other full meal cuisines, the popularity of their tacos |
./ has birthed an upgrade to include the taco salad

| (seasonal item), the taco rice, and even go as far as something called the
taco-dori (taco rice doria), which honestly, is pure GENIUS. Who would have
thought to bake over the cheese on top of the taco rice would create such
an amalgam of flavours. | couldn’t recommend this enough. Look past the | could you ask for? Only downside is, the San-A’s that have it and the days
fact that it’s technically an ltalian restaurant and just trust me on this. For the | that they prepare it are pretty random. That is why whenever you see it in the
love of god order the taco-doril You won’t be soIry. L'\ supermcrke‘r | recommend you go ahead and add to cart.

T AERTL. s A = B e P A . e

Bottom line is that there are a lot of terrific taco rice places on theisland and honestly whlchever one you choose you really can’ t go wrong. There is a reason for its popularlty and
as the year’ s progress, it's only growing. Knowing what taco rice was and what it is now, | can’ t wait to see What taco rice will be in the next 10 years! Just not too spicy | hope.
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How dare | put a supermarket as a place to buy taco rice you say? As much
as | despise putting a supermarket on the list, it would almost be a crime,

nay, an atrocity not to mention their taco rice. | had my first San-A taco r's
rice somewhere around 2007 and had my most recent taco rice from there v
somewhere around, oh | don’t know, LAST TUESDAY! It's that good. Overall
flavour is on point (obviously), good consistency in salsa, just the right amount
of rice-meat-veggie-cheese ratio, and it's super cheap to boot. What more

\
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by Chris Enriquez

t Kamakura Pasta, they throw everything but the kitchen sink as they serve you layers
upon layers of fork twisting delicious carbohydrates. Not only do they offer spectacular
Italian-Asian concept fused pasta dishes but also fearlessly dare to pair it with an all-you-
can-eat bread selection. See more what | mean below.

As if staying away from basic Bolognese spaghetti wasn’t hard enough, here comes the
likes of Tarako (Pollock roe) pepperoncini, creamy lobster sauce shrimp pasta, and sea
urchin sauce with salmon roe fettuccini (wipe your mouth, you're dripping!). Kamakura Pasta
manages to come up with the absolute oddest flavor combination that you wouldn't think
would work and yet, somehow, it does. Being the coward that | am, | stuck to ordering the
undaring and familiar carbonara, but even that came with a raw yolk which caught me a bit
by surprise. | know there is raw egg in carbonara but | think I'm used to it being ‘premixed’.

Next to it comes the inevitable focaccias. The oh-so-delicious and all-you-can-eat focaccias
were just like little hand size sauceless pizza squares. The focaccias came in a variety of
toppings such as garlic butter, pesto, and corn. Using the focaccia to dip and break the raw
yolk is reason enough to try this place out. It’s absolutely eggcellent! For the diet desperate,
not to worry as they also have some salads and antipasto such as mozzarella caprese and
salmon carpaccio which are seemingly boring but will get the job done just the same. Cost-
wise, | think there is carbs in that too as it's a bit heavier than what | am used to starting

at around 1500-ish yen per dish. The benefit however is that one dish will probably get you
through the rest of the day.

| personally think Kamakura Pasta is meant for families especially for that Sunday lunch.

It probably works as a date spot too as it has a nice full length window overlooking the
exterior. To get there, head over to the 4th floor of the AEON Rycom mall. You can find it at
the side where there are the Cinemas.

Google Map & Directions:

https://goo.gl/maps/VPfmXyd7N4Vjkf2r9

il
11:00am-11:00pm (Everyday) 098-931-9309 Yen, Credit Cards & IC Cards
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he newborn stage is a delicate and beautiful stage in a person’s life. The early memories

go by so fast and can only be captured in time by a click and roll of a camera. There are
numerous newborn photo studios with differing styles of photography in Okinawa. Sometimes
it can be difficult to find a studio, so we are shining a spotlight on some of our favorite studios
around Okinawa to help you through your decision process.

Punana

Punana has a whimsical aesthetic, with soft warm tones, to create an ethereal look to their
photos. They use antiques as props and also have seasonal themes throughout the year.

The plans range from ¥22,000 - ¥66,000 and is quite a popular photography studio with
reservations filling up fast. It is important to note that a reservation should be made 2 months
before a baby’s due date and notice should be given as soon as baby is born.
https://www.punana3939.com/

Photoria

Photoria is a large studio located in Okinawa City. The photographer uses cool colors from
lavender, blue and pink with contrasting light and dark backgrounds. The soft lighting creates
a simple, breezy aesthetic. Costumes are provided on site but you may also bring your own
costume or memorabilia. Photoria has 2 studio rooms with a separate waiting room stocked
with refreshments, a seating area and even a crib. It includes a baby feeding room for privacy
and space to prepare baby for a photo shoot. The photographers are professional in capturing
that perfect shot in a comfortable, calm setting. The prices range from ¥22,000 - ¥82,500 and a
reservation can be made by phone. https://photoriajp/

Colour Season Kids & Family Studio

Colour Season Studio has a sweet playful style. Natural lighting is used to create vibrant photos.
The styles consist of pastel pink flowers, different shades of green, black and white, animal
themed outfits, seasonal themes and many other props to help you visualize your ideas for your
newborn photos. Colour Season Studio is located in the heart of Chatan and is not difficult to
miss on Route 58. This is a great photography studio with the cutest props and pops of color.
You can DM straight to the instagram page for more information. Instagram: @colourseason.
studio

Lala Film

Lala Film is located in Chatan, they have their own photo studio but you can also request a
destination photo shoot. There are beautiful soft tones from baby blue, lavender, peachy pink,
contrasted with both a light and dark background to create simple but elegant photos. The
plans range from ¥25,000 to ¥44,000. The ¥44,000 plan includes both a maternity shoot before
birth and a newborn shoot after birth. Reservations can be made online so check out their
Instagram page to see more of their elegant work. Instagram: lalafilm_newborn

totalokinawa.jp | July - September 2022

13


https://goo.gl/maps/VPfmXyd7N4Vjkf2r9
https://goo.gl/maps/VPfmXyd7N4Vjkf2r9
https://www.saint-marc-hd.com/kamakura/
https://www.saint-marc-hd.com/kamakura/
https://www.punana3939.com/
https://photoria.jp/
https://www.instagram.com/colourseason.studio/
https://www.instagram.com/colourseason.studio/
https://www.instagram.com/lalafilm_newborn/
http://www.burgerbarnkin.com

14

FEROBBIZABOEEDHTHETHTUT— R TELVBEE 23 TLLS. A
DICVEFNTZENDDEDBWHIEH EDICHREGBFESTLESD T ANKTER
EIRBDDIIE—R ECESABLZVDTIE?RIFABICIEFZa—R—2TAEFHTS
TEIEBRRZAINDIFRAZS AN SABHBATY | SENLHBICHDHRAX T+
EREDFAHETENAWIZLET,

PUNANA

PUNANAIZEIR TE LW ZTIL TV IR THI e HDH2BFAEE->TELo L AIBHNATRRIOSAIC
T EFTNETEEOIMICIET T — IV DRRZEVN—FZBLTENTNOZEHRDOH DT — X Tk
FLTINET,

W= DHEERIE22,000~66,000 KAKD TH A FIRDTFHANTSITIBFEOTLEVWE I HE
FERHD27BREIHIIEFANZANTIERADNEEZNSTSICEDELEANDLDICLTTIET V!
https://www.punana3939.com/

PV
7k 'J7ti§¢%%$£:3557k%ﬁ$;%731’5’92f’6\ ARSI UIEBIRTANUA =TI — BV IR EDE Ly NAE
BICAVI SRR Z DB RTIRE L TN ETL.RODBRBHRICE T VI TEP O BFEIOEAICHT

RO FTRE ;ZQ/Z“T?ET#L'CQ’Li@'?D‘ BR THELERCBEVEDRDOFFEIAAH0K, 74~ 2XH
SHIIHERH DD TIH . ENENDRFEEICITBLEOE LIEBARYL Y T 7—PRE—RYRETHEINT
WET, TSN\ —DREFTCERAECREEFEDCODAR—RHH D ETHEF T, £fo. HXTIY

CBIFRER AL THE TN RIRIEOFP TREREAEZIRFE L T<NS. £ T 0. HEEIF22,000~
82,500M. BEE TFAIN TET £, https://photoria.jp/

Ho—2—R> FVRKIFI—=RAEIF

HS—S—AVRAADFIFAES LCELWRBTILDRAZYF, BRI EFE o TCVWEVSF L LIEEAEZRFLT
NETNZTILEZ VDI TV DREDBEVD I E/VOOEE FMIRDIR. ZEROH BT — <.
ZDMEZL DN ZE>THREHSADRERAICT T 2RV EEEICRMIEE T NI —AVREDF
[FIEARBTDOFRLERCH D S8SARAVWTETRR T EIFHD FRAZBICAI BV RY TR B/ENE
FESRBS LVWREZSATTIFHMICOVWTIA Y AZTTLR—IHSDMTEES B &%, Instagram: @
colourseason.studio

RSN

SSTALIGIERETICHD. BEDREZSADBIFOTLY v bhiminile [l
FIHFEBOBFTCOREDLTNET.RE—TIL

— SARY— E—FEI IV ELNY T B NE,,,E,D o w,f,bs"E¢
FEOBAKODIAVSSANOH I EECHICFE>TO VS Website Hoating - vigssimt -
IWEDBHILAVARTREICHE BT ET. /v — P

D HEEEIF25,000~44,000FF T 44,000/ D/ w4 — u..;.;..u';h;.'.,,,'.;;}m;-

VLCLJZFSﬁ@?’}l:-ﬁﬂz‘l\t_:—‘f—\//\“/r E—
THRDEENTVET FHIEA TV THEE X -,
v1@4>x§173mwmuﬁ%zuaL,U»«f;_
U Instagram: lalafilm_newborn

totalokinawa.com | July - September 2022

"
wwwichiehisgentsteom

totalokinawa.jp | July - September 2022

Y |
A'I !tl_.-

15


https://www.punana3939.com/
https://photoria.jp/
https://www.instagram.com/colourseason.studio/
https://www.instagram.com/colourseason.studio/
https://www.instagram.com/lalafilm_newborn/
http://www.chichisgents.com
http://www.dejavugents.com
http://www.okinawawebdesign.com

For those who move into rental housing

Viruses cannot be removed by cleaning alone.
And it is transmitted from things to humans.

It is necessary to take measures to eradicate
both floating virus and attached virus.

ANNUAL
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