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We've put together
some collections of
seasonal Halloween
events and
activities to take place
for the whole family to
enjoy!
Mwahahaha!
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An-An

hen it comes to Yakiniku, nothing quite beats the smoky flavour you get from a

char grill, am | right? Unfortunately, most Yakiniku places have already converted
to convection style heating... except HERE! An-An is one of the last Yakiniku places that
still offers good quality meat grilled proper over charcoal (as it should be). See what |
mean below.

At first glance, An-An seems like just another typical Yakiniku place you would find on
island. Diners eat on typical looking tables with regular wooden chairs, waitstaff bringing
the food on individual plates that you order through an iPad. There are the industrial
style exhaust vents which is good to prevent that smoke from getting in to your eyes.
I've always thought Yakiniku places lacked ample ventilation. So far, pretty typical
Yakiniku place to me. But hold up a minute - where on earth is the grill?! Instead, | am
given these marble tabletop tablets which doesn’t look like meat should be cooked on.
Later | find out that the marble is to protect the table from the mini kiln which they bring
to you as this is where the charcoal is used to be heated. Whatever you do, don’t touch
it! (For people like me, this needs to be said). In terms of price, unfortunately An-An is

a bit on the pricier end as its pay per plate ranging from 300 to 500 yen for a few slices.
Some branches do offer the all you can eat option but even that is on the pricier side at
3,000 yen or higher and do not offer charcoal grill. On the other hand, If you are a light
eater, this might be perfect for you. Also, before | forget to mention, one of the biggest
advantages of An-An is they have beer! Before | even order, somebody reserve me the
Daiko driver!

An-An is perfect for that occasional Yakiniku meals where you want to elevate the

quality from time to time. Perfect for family meals as well. If you go there for drinking
with your buddies, don’t forget your calculator to split the bill! Yikes!

Google Map & Directions:

https://goo.gl/maps/AdENammnvjnJSUc99

098-923-4231 anan.fuji-tatsu.co.jp Yen, IC payment, and Credit Cards
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Seafood Batten

marks the spot! Is this for a buried pirate treasure? - No, but more like a hidden foodie

gem! Batten is a pretty appropriate name for a seafood restaurant that is tucked inside an
ally making it pretty hard to find. Meant as “X” in Japanese, this place is an izakaya restaurant
located in Chatan. The restaurant is decorated with multiple open fish tanks which I am
assuming is where they keep the catch of the day and also other shellfish and crustaceans.
The oddest thing about this place is that although it’s called X, their logo outside is a giant
circle. (Don't ask, | have no idea why...)

For the food, what more can | say except bring on the sea! From lobster bake with uni-sauce
to the frequented Batayaki(butter fried fish), Batten has it all. Their sashimi and tempura that
comes together with almost every set dish as a side is absolutely sublime. Personally, | tend
to avoid seafood but at Batten, it just muddies the water making me forget everything. It
really is that fantastic! They also have some awesome finger foods such as octopus seviche,
Mozuku tempura, sea grapes, and Champurus (stir-fries). Although classified more as a
restaurant, this place seems more perfect for a celebration as it has the atmosphere. | have
dined here as a business meeting venue, sales call, celebrated a friends birthday party, and
even ate here with my mother. Its functional versatility is incomparable. Although | never
tried it but lunch time may serve as a casual co-worker’s get-together luncheon spot too.

So the next question is “how much should you bring?” The answer being, “yes”. Especially at
night, set menus start at 2,000 yen. Single individual plates can go up to 800 yen each and
this does not include any of the drinks. But don't worry you will get your money’s worth.
Perhaps at lunch time you can dine there a bit cheaper. To get there, the easiest directions

is to head north towards Chatan along route 58. When you see the big intersection with the
Chatan ENEOS gas station on the corner, turn left and then another left as if you are trying to
get to the back ally behind the buildings along route 58. It should be about 4 buildings down.
Just look for the giant circle!

Opening Hours: 11:30am-1:55pm, 5pm-10pm (Everyday), Closed Mondays

https://goo.gl/maps/JNyZK7U8q1vTefrb7

098-921-7270 kaisenbatten.gorp.jp Yen, IC payment, and Credit Cards

totalokinawa.com | October - December 2023
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Spook you at the Ryukyu
Gnter if you dave Obinawa’'s
ghoutish Halloween guide!

reeping through the one night allowed for ghosts and goblins to show

their true nature can cause quite a scare, amplified even more when you
realize that we are all just stranded on this remote isolated Okinawan Island!
Mwahahaha! Fear not (or fear more, whichever fits to your liking) as below are
some collections of seasonal Halloween events and activities to take place for
the whole family to enjoy!

Halloween Desta in Mithama

Probably the biggest costume event to occur on island throughout the
entire year, Halloween in Mihama American Village is just something else.
Starting with the decorations, what usually is year-round Christmas themed,
transforms into Jack-o-Lantern and skeletons. Shops give out candy to the
trick or treating children with Halloween music playing everywhere. The
highlight of the evening is the costume contest with some serious prize
money for the winner. With number of participants rivalling Shibuya crossing,
people from all over the island gather to come in full costumes to partake in
this event. | think some, or rather most, come just to show off their cosplaying.
Not complaining - | love it! Truly some wacky stuff! This event is an absolute
must if you are into those kinds of things. Check out more info over at the
Chatan event page at https://www.okinawa-americanvillage.com/.

Hatloween Coarnival ot Obinowa 266 and Museum

Ghost costumes not exciting enough? How about adding some BEASTS

into the mix. Well, friendly beasts. At the Okinawa Zoo and Museum (or
better known as Okinawa Kodomo-No-Kuni), the zoo animals join in on the
celebration with animal inclusive events all themed for Halloween. Last year,
they showcased a monkey that did a trick or treat! Okinawa Zoo and
Museum is perfect for those who want to start their Halloween celebration
early and are looking for some activities to enjoy during the day time. Just
think how awesome it would be to visit the monkeys dressed as a monkey. |
mean for me, | wouldn’t even need a costume for that. The Okinawa Zoo and
Museum is pretty enjoyable year-round as well. Look for their

updates at https://www.okzm.jp/.


https://www.okinawa-americanvillage.com/.
https://www.okzm.jp/.

Gcean Expo Park Halloween

Did you really expect the home of the whale shark not be on this list?
Okinawa Ocean Expo Park with its Tropical Dream Center and Churaumi
Aquarium, offers an entire weekend of Halloween activities. Free candies for
one, gift bag and craft making another, and due to the size of the park, they
are able to have maze and scavenger hunt events as well. The dolphin show
also gets a theme upgrade by having their props decorated accordingly.
What is the best part you ask? FREE ENTRANCE! Now, hold on to your horses;
historically, it’s usually only for the Dream Center section and not for the
aquarium. (Boo!) but who knows, maybe this year we’'ll get lucky.

U.S. Open Base Trick or Treati

There are many events and celebrations where the US military opens its bases
to the public as a cultural unity enriching activity. Halloween of course is
certainly no exception. Usually for about 2 hours on Halloween day, almost all
US bases on island allows little children to experience trick or treating in the
housing areas. Considering the pillow sacks full of candy, you can potentially
collect, there isn't a single child | know that wouldnt be grinning from ear

to ear to join this activity. Some bases have conditions on what is required

or area restrictions of where visitors are allowed, so make sure to know the
area you plan on visiting to avoid disappointment. Bonus information: some
bases occasionally host haunted houses and even themed zombie fun runs!
Definitely worth checking out.

Halloween at the Hanasabi Marche

Chill! The last one is for those who wish to enjoy Halloween in a more low-key
atmosphere (For old fuddy-duddies like myself). At the Hanasaki Marche, what
usually is a spa and relaxation getaway turns in to a Halloween carnival for
the calm and quiet individual. With some craft activities and giveaways, they
allow you to enjoy the festivities without the spook or shrieks. Recommend to
end the day by using one of their surrounding Onsen facilities in the area. Let’s
just hope that you don’t get a surprise Sadako head of hair pop up from the
bottom!

While Christmas always gets the full attention of all and lasts for almost an
entire month of celebration, the holiday to allow you to freely express your
haunting inner self without fear is experienced for only a few days. It’s just not
fair. I say let’s make the most of it and live a little more by scaring the bejesus
out of others! Safely and within reason of course.
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by Elizabeth Stoney

he early 15th century in Okinawa was marked by fierce battles between local tribes.

Then known as the Ryukyu Kingdom, castles or Gusuku were constructed throughout
the island to defend against attacking rival forces. Castles tended to be built on the highest
land overlooking the surrounding area and any approaching armies. Many of these castles
still exist today, albeit as ruins or reconstructed ramparts and are listed as the UNESCO
World Heritage Castles of the Ryukyu Kingdom. Zakimi Castle perched high on a hilltop
overlooking the picturesque village of Yomitan is one of the better examples of Ryukyu
Kingdom gusukus. It dates back to around 1420 and was built by Gosamaru to defend the
northern part of central Okinawa Island. Interestingly, the arched gates inside the inner
courts feature unique Ryukyuan stonework and are the oldest such gates in Okinawa.

The walls are now beautifully restored and the castle is set within a large park surrounded
by Ryukyu pine trees, open grassy spaces and picnic benches. The park has a number of
walking trails which loop around one side of the castle from the large parking area at the
back to the museum and rest area at the front entrance. The castle is accessed by steps

at the front and a wheelchair and baby stroller-accessible path from the rear parking.
Admission to the castle and grounds is free of charge and it is open to the public 24 hours a
day.

Right at the back of the park is a walking trail through the forest. The entrance isn't clearly
marked, in fact it took us a few visits to discover it. It’s a raised wooden boardwalk with
steep staircases weaving through the trees. Its a nice hike, if a little short at about half a
mile. The hike brings you back to the front entrance where there is an ice-cream vending
machine and the Yuntanza Museum. We didn’t go into the museum (we went for the ice
cream instead) but it seemed to have exhibitions on the history of Yomitan Village and
cost 500 yen to enter. Yomitan village is about an hours drive from Naha and the castle is in
northern Yomitan accessed from Route 58.

Google Map & Directions:

https://goo.gl/maps/qhyA351TwvSiNnJy7

bunka.nii.ac.jp/heritages/detail /173575 098-958-3141 Open 24 Hours - Free Parking

totalokinawa.jp | October - December 2023 1
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by Staff Writer

When you wake up on a Sunday morning, look out of the window and think it's a beautiful
day for a drive, preferably a drive that involves brunch then Diamond Beach Cafe is your
stop.

The cafe is located alongside Highway 58 just after the Hyatt resort in Onna-son; a modern
building, hiding a beautiful beach view from the inside. Walk in and it has a welcoming,
modern feeling with tables both outside and
inside to spend your Sunday morning soaking in
the sunshine and view.

The menu is perfect for a lazy Sunday with a
mixture of favorites like bacon and egg with
an extensive range of waffles & acai bowils.

If you've got a hankering for even more of a
sugar hit after a waffle then their smoothies
are delicious, even featuring a purple sweet
potato smoothie! Something you have to try in
Okinawa at least once!

To be honest, there aren't many savoury options on the menu, so this is definitely a sweet
tooth breakfast hang out, but our bacon and eggs was actually surprising for such a
simple dish. Probably the best bacon and eggs we ever had! A thick very flavorsome cut
of bacon, almost 1cm thick, so juicy with two delicious fried eggs on top. For something
so simple it just proves how much flavor is lacking in a lot of mass produced bacon and
eggs. Whatever you choose, after you've enjoyed your brunch then take a walk along the
seawall in front of the cafe with coffee in hand and the breeze in your hair. The perfect
way to enjoy a Sunday drive & dine!

Google Map & Directions:

5

https://goo.gl/maps/8qoSQzbRhhLt92C7A

Open 7 days 09:00 - 16:45 098-927-4555 Cash (Yen), Credit Cards & E-Pay

totalokinawa.jp | October - December 2023 13
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