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Thebest places & ideas for presents from Okinawa

You're in the perfect
location to pick up some
amazing Christmas
presents for the folks
back home! Say no to
boring gifts with the Total
Okinawa Christmas gift
guide

Shop 'Til You Drop
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by Total Okinawa

ocated just behind Araha Beach on the road to Hamby Town, Namaste India Restaurant in
Chatan is a small Indian restaurant with a wide range of dishes that cater to various tastes
and preferences.

For dinner, they offer a choice of three set meals, starting from a reasonable price of 2,100
yen. The kids’ set is a good addition, making it a family-friendly spot. If you fancier a healthier
option the chicken tikka salad looks like a great choice.

The variety of sides is impressive, with the *Malao Tikka* catching my attention. This dish
features chicken marinated in a rich cream of cashew nuts with cheese and cooked in the
tandoor, a tempting combination for anyone craving something unique.

For those seeking flexibility, the a la carte menu offers curry options starting from 980 yen,
which is great for those who want to mix and match their meal. The *naan rolls* also make for
an awesome lunch choice, especially the Chicken Tikka wrap, with options like Garlic Chicken
and Sheekh Kebab Roll adding variety to the offering.

As for the food, the Tikka Masala set | tried was flavorful, with a subtle level of spice that
complemented the dish well. The chicken, cooked in the tandoor, had a slightly smoky flavor,
though | found myself wishing for more of that signature tandoor char on both the chicken in
the curry and the piece served on the side.

The samosa was a highlight of the meal—perfectly made with a satisfying crunch and
generously filled with potato. However, the filling could have used a bit more spice to really
make it stand out.

Overall, Namaste Indian Restaurant serves a good meal with generous portions, including a
hearty helping of curry, a fresh side salad, and a small dessert to round off the experience. If
you're in the area, it’s definitely worth a visit, especially if you're looking for a laid-back Indian
meal near the beach.

Google Map & Directions:

https://maps.app.goo.gl/kzVqGE2hhwS1x21¢c8

098-989-1331 IG: namaste.india.curry Open 11am - 3pm & 5pm - 10pm (Closed Tues)
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heese Good Factory .

by Total Okinawa

ith a slightly strange name, but one we can get behind, cheese IS good right?

Cheese Good Factory is a relatively new addition to the Rycom Mall dining scene.
Located on the 4th floor, it has a
premium feel for a restaurant in
the mall, with it's own enclosed
space & seating instead of a
shared area.

We weren't off to a good start
when we had to wait ten
minutes for a table despite

it being mostly empty, a bit
perplexing, but when seated the food made up for it. Basically think cheese, everything
(mostly) comes with cheese which make sense when the restaurant is based around the
milk and cheese from Hokkaido, famous for it's dairy.

Saying that the menu is quite varied, so if you fancy something lighter there's a pan fried
salmon with a cheese sauce, of course, as well as a delicious caesar salad with bacon,
one of the options we tried, with freshly grated cheese at the table on top. We were
after something different though and chose the amazing dish pictured below of sweet
potato gnocchi in a cheese sauce. The gnocchi were light with a gentle sweet potato
taste paired perfectly with a very cheesy sauce with hints of blue cheese and an edge
of sweetness maybe from honey. It all paired together very well and showed a lot of
thought has gone into the menu. It isn't just random cheese sauces paired with meat,
fish etc. but flavors that compliment each other and really set off a dish.

If you're visiting at dinner, they had a set menu of 2 dishes with sides for 2100 yen which
is a great price considering the rest of the menu if bought a-la-carte.

- '_" - o Google Map & Directions:

https://maps.app.goo.gl/5BMem4AXj78GPLAWS

T —y—— 058.575 6783
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Cheese Good Factory
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Top spots for unique Christmas presents from Oki this year

et's address the elephant in the room. We know Halloween and

Thanksgiving are up-first, but Christmas is just around the corner and with it
the need to find a present for no doubt 100s of family members. With that in
mind, Total Okinawa has put together some of our favorite spots for finding

unique or fun gifts, as well as some of our star finds from across the island.

Hoimioy Town

Hamby Town just across
from Foster and behind
Araha beach often feels
overlooked now we have
big new malls like Rycom
but it has a couple of hidden
gems which make it worth
® checking out for some gifts.
First up, it has a branch of
> - Muji on the ground floor;
a pretty good sized one, that is chock full of useful Japanese homeware,
clothes, toiletries and food. It's a great choice for people who love the simple
aesthetic of Muji. The food and snacks are surpisingly good. Our star buy
though was this cordless ultrasonic aroma diffuser for 3990 yen; with a mind
boggling arrary of essential oils to purchase separately to make a useful,
fragrant gift. https://maps.app.goo.gl/FWCw7DmfD7cnn3XY6

Don Qui jote

By now you are probably familiar with Don Quijote
and it's crazy bargain stacked stores. It's a great choice
for finding quirky presents as well as Okinawa themed
items or Japanese food and drink.

We found these quirky Japanese themed socks which
4l are perfect as stocking fillers.They also have well \
d priced designer items if you're looking for something
y 'more fancy as well as a huge variety of Okinawa

e themed food, drink and clothing. Orion beer t-shirts
= 'anyone? https //maps. app goo. gI/G3CV69TeUCJZ45M58 24
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MRYcom
One of our favorite go to destinations for Christmas present shopping is
‘Rycom shopping mall, as it truly has pretty much every type of present you
could need all under oneroof.

For children there is a large Toys R Us
on the top floor above Jusco, with a
wide selection of Japanese & American
#1 toys. Jusco itself on the floors below

Il has a good home wares department as
o | well as a really good alcohol selection. If
=4 you're looking for a bottle of awamori or
sake this is the place to visit. The photo
shows the amazing selection of local
Okinawan produced awamori by different breweries with some aged three,
five and more years like a fine whisky, all beautifully packaged in traditional
bottles.

If you have a relative who loves tea,
then stop by the Lupicia shop just
outside Jusco. They have an amazing
arrange of Japanese teas including
beautiful sets as well as some that
are exclusive to Okinawa.

If you're after more food gifts, then 3 \
Kuze Fuku & Co. has you covered: | [\
This store on the ground floor has

an astonishing array of cooking -
ingredients and snacks W|th good--
value gift boxes you can either
preselect or make up you\(seHI Jlt's

the place for unique |ngred|ents

you won't find anywhere else like
chestnut jam for example. A lot of the
labels are Japanese only, so take a translator app. A perfect gift for a foodie!

If you're after all things cute then a stop on the top floor of Rycom is in"order
with a variety of shops selling anything "Kawaii". If someone inyour family-is
a fan of Hello Kitty thereis a Sanno shop selling aII manner of kltty themed
items. s g LA TR

Whether you have a glft |n mind or need inspiration, Rycom is bound to have
something suitable! https //maps app goo gI/pkthAwUEbEkaEzs

‘\\ .'- '. .|
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Web: www.nashville-okinawa.com
FB: Nashville Restavrant and Rodeo - Okinawa

Kitnmae, R 58 aeross
Fronm Ep. Fostier

Houses

Apartments

Duplexes
Tel: 088-056-2667
hitpihwww. lokuzalo-hsg.|pien

UNITED HOUSING

We help you to find the best
home in Okinawa

enunitedhousing.co.jp
098-989-3889

N_Asamnu* GUSTOMIEESHIRRS

95% of our houses are whhin
walking distance of a beach! .
‘Telephone: mmmuzmmmnh

DKI CDHP ‘.
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Thé Undiscovered Side to Peace Memorial Park

by Total Okinawa

Ashort walk from Peace Memorial Park in Itoman, which is well worth a day of your time to
explore the museum and memorials, is an area around the cliffs of Giza Banta that will take
your breath away. It has amazing scenery yet will leave you pondering the dark history where
some of the most haunting and desperate fighting at the end of the 2nd World War took place.

Firstly on the walk up from Peace Memorial
Park you will walk uphill and pass through
an area known as Mabuni Hill. This area
contains many beautiful memorials with
different monuments linked to different
prefectures of Japan or different groups

of people. There are many and each one is
a poignant reminder of the thousands of
sacrifices that those memorials represent.

After taking time to view and consider the
sacrifices of the people and their spirits
the monuments entomb and honor, walk
to the top of the hill for one of the most amazing views in Okinawa and also one of the saddest.
Giza Banta is where at the end of the war many thousands jumped to their deaths dreading the
alternative of capture or being killed by allied forces. The beauty and calm that we can experience
today is in stark contrast to the terrible end that many suffered in that same place.

After spending some time on the top of Giza Banta it's worth descending the stairs around the
cliff where you can take a circular route past the entrance to one of the tunnel complexes where
commanders retreated to in the final days of the war before taking time to view further memorials
set into the path along the cliff.

In contrast to the museum, which can sometimes get busy, the open areas and more peaceful
pathways of Mabuni Hill and Giza Banta can really bring home the scale of loss experienced in
Okinawa in quiet contemplation.

Google Map & Directions:

https://maps.app.goo.gl/MC7QjtnchbABpNQ4E9

“ Open 365 Days www.peace-museum.okinawa.jp/

totalokinawa.jp | October - December 2024 1
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Café Yabusachi

by Total Okinawa

Café Yabusachi is the kind of out of way place that unless you know it's there, you
would never in a million years randomly find on your travels around Okinawa. Once you
discover it though, it's a gem of a café you will come back to again and again.

So what makes this place so special? Two
words - the view. Perched atop a hill in Nanjo
it has spectacular views across the treeline
down to the sea. Catch it on a beautiful
sunny day and you won't want to leave!
Come for the view and stay for the food!

It's no slouch when it comes to food either.
At breakfast time, they have taco rice and
sandwiches which come with fruit, salad
and small smoothies. Then at lunchtime
the menu is more varied, with a limited amount of daily specials including fresh fish
from the local fishing port, locally produced Wagyu steak, hamburgers from Kin Agu
pork, Yanbaru chicken as well as favorites like curry, omelette rice and taco rice. We
definitely recommend sampling the dishes that include local meal and fish, but arrive
early as the amount of each dish is very limited.

They're open in the afternoon as well for "tea time" with a more limited menu of pizzas,
taco rice etc. as well as a delicious looking dessert menu. If you're not feeling so hungry
but want to enjoy the view with a slice of cake and coffee, the afternoon is a great
time to visit when it will also be quieter after the lunchtime rush. Café Yabusachi is a
great stop for lunch or afternoon tea if exploring the South of the island.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/cnEFSLnKexTtkmVt6

09:00 - 18:00 (Closed Weds) Yen, E-Money & C/C https://cafe-yabusachi.com/

totalokinawa.jp | October - December 2024
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